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A  wish  for  1977 

Nineteen  hundred  and  seventy-six  has  provided  many 
trials  for  the  pharmaceutical  profession  and  industry, 
quite  apart  from  the  general  gloom  created  by  the 
national  economy.  But  as  the  year  draws  to  a  close 
there  are  hopeful  signs  that  pharmacy  is  making  a  new 
effort  to  ensure  its  presence  is  felt  and  its  voice  heard. 
C&D  hopes  that  all  subscribers  and  advertisers  will 
enjoy  a  Merry  Christmas,  followed  by  a  year  of  health, 
happiness  and  prosperity.  . 

Education 

"We  would  also  like  to  see  the  pharmacists  brought 
into  the  NHS  by  making  them  a  salaried  service 
operating  in  a  national  framework."  That  curious 
wording  (to  those  who  were  under  the  illusion  that 
pharmacists  were  in  already)  comes  from  the  Transport 
and  General  Workers'  Union  evidence  to  the  Royal 
Commission  on  the  National  Health  Service  (p836). 

The  TGWU  further  states,  in  its  only  other  reference 
to  pharmacists,  that  they  should  be  in  health  centres — 
which,  it  is  argued,  should  be  what  their  title  suggests, 
rather  than  just  group  practices  under  another  name. 
The  union  mentions  health  centres  in  the  context  of  the 
provision  of  "curative  and  remedial  health  care"  but 
goes  on  to  stress  the  need  for  preventive  health  care 
and  "the  provision  of  information  and  knowledge  by 
which  working  people  can  understand  and  eliminate  the 
causes  of  ill  health."  Stress  is  laid  here  on  the  needs 
of  "working  people  and  those  in  less  privileged  sections 
of  society,  for  this  is  where  the  need  is  greatest." 

Unfortunately,  the  obvious  health  education  potential 
of  the  community  pharmacist  (not  the  health  centre 
pharmacist)  is  overlooked,  as  by  so  many  people  and 
organisations  which  pontificate  on  this  subject.  It  seems 
strange  that  trade  unions  should  not  see  this  role  more 
clearly,  since  some  of  their  members  will  look  to  the 
Soviet  Union  for  an  example.  And  according  to  Mr 
Philip  Crees,  who  recently  paid  a  second  visit  to  Russia, 
the  pharmacy  there  is  very  much  the  centre  of  health 
education — for  doctors,  nurses,  the  public.  Mr  Crees 
reported  to  the  Socialist  Medical  Association  earlier  this 
month  that  all  the  pharmacies  he  visited  had  lecture 
rooms  where,  for  example,  talks  were  given  to  young 
mothers,  and  all  displayed  health  education  posters. 
This,  it  must  be  pointed  out,  is  in  addition  to  a  network 
of  health  centres  whose  sites  are  dictated  by  the  needs 
of  the  community  rather  than  the  availability  of  cheap 
building  land. 

But  can  we  expect  others  to  appreciate  the  value  of 
the  pharmacist  to  the  community  unless  it  is  stressed 
by  the  profession  itself?  A  memorandum  of  evidence  to 
the  Royal  Commission  from  Sheffield  Area  Chemist 
Contractors  Committee  (p836)  argues  that  wastage  of 
expensive  medicaments  could  be  reduced  by  urging 
patients  "to  find  out  what  part  of  their  treatment  should 
not  be  missed  and  what  could  be  kept  for  occasional 
use".  Has  dispensing  become  such  a  production-line 
operation  for  some  pharmacists  that  the  onus  must  be 
put  on  the  patient  to  ask? 
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TGWU  wants  salaried 
pharmacists  in  NHS 


The  Transport  and  General  Workers 
Union  wants  pharmacists  "brought  into 
the  NHS  by  making  them  a  salaried  ser- 
vice operating  in  a  national  framework". 

In  evidence  submitted  last  week  to  the 
Royal  Commission  on  the  NHS,  the  union 
adds  that  health  centres  should  cover  the 
whole  field  of  community  health  outside 
the  hospital  and  factory.  "The  centres 
should  provide  at  the  least  doctors,  den- 
tists, ophthalmic  surgeons,  family  planning, 
chiropodists,  physiotherapists,  radiograph- 
ers as  well  as  pharmacists,  preferably  in 
the  same  complex  of  buildings." 

The  union  acknowledges  that  facilities 
should  be  easily  available  and  accessible 
to  all.  "A  health  centre  in  every  centre  of 
populations  an  ideal  that  must  be  realised 
before  we  can  say  we  have  a  truly  compre- 
hensive health  service.  Without  the  neces- 
sary finance  there  can  be  no  real  advance." 

The  evidence  stresses  that  the  NHS 
should  be  totally  free  to  all,  financed  by 
taxation,  and  that  present  charges  should 
be  withdrawn,  particularly  for  dental  and 
optical  services.  NHS  charges  do  not  come 
directly  back  to  the  service,  the  union 
maintains,  but  merely  form  part  of  the 
Government's  general  revenue  so  an  in- 
crease in  charges  would  not  necessarily 
increase  the  finances  of  the  NHS  without 
a  change  in  the  whole  basis  of  the  UK's 
taxation  system.  Savings  such  as  cutting 
down  wasteful  use  of  drugs  would  prob- 
ably not  be  enough  to  improve  the  service. 
Instead,  more  of  the  national  income 
should  be  devoted  to  the  NHS. 

A  single  area-region  tier 

On  NHS  structure,  the  union  proposes 
that  a  single  authority  should  take  over 
the  present  functions  of  the  regional  and 
area  authorities,  district  authorities  should 
be  retained  and  the  two  new  authorities 
be  based  on  local  government  boundaries. 
Half  the  representatives  of  the  two  auth- 
orities would  be  elected  from  the  recog- 
nised independent  trade  unions  working  in 
the  NHS,  the  others  from  the  local 
authorities  involved. 

It  is  "vital"  for  the  Government  and 
Royal  Commission  to  investigate  ways  in 
which  health  workers,  particularly  "sup- 
porting staff"  other  than  doctors  and 
nurses,  can  participate  in  running  the  ser- 
vice, the  union  feels.  The  health  authori- 
ties should  have  powers  to  co-opt  members 
(eg  from  community  health  councils  at 
district  level),  should  be  responsible  for 
provision,  local  planning  and  administra- 
tion of  the  service,  and  should  be  respon- 
sible to  the  local  authorities  and  trade 
unions.  The  national  government  would 
still  determine  the  general  level  of  NHS 
provision. 

The  union  recommends  that  more  re- 
sources should  be  devoted  to  the  elderly, 
disabled  and  mentally  ill,  and  to  occu- 


pational and  preventive  health  care.  It 
supports  the  Labour  Party's  proposals  for 
a  major  public  holding  in  the  pharma- 
ceutical industry  with  the  NEB  taking  a 
stake  in  a  major  UK-owned  company. 
□  Contrary  to  Press  reports,  the  evidence 
to  be  submitted  by  the  British  Medical 
Association  is  still  at  a  preliminary  draft- 
ing stage.  Information  is  still  being 
collated  by  six  panels  and  standing  com- 
mittees. There  have  been  suggestions  that 
patients  should  pay  to  consult  their  general 
practitioner  and  contribute  towards  the 
costs  of  a  hospital  stay,  but  the  associa- 


Pharmacies  opening  within  a  half  mile  of 
a  health  centre  should  not  be  admitted 
to  the  NHS  list  of  pharmaceutical  con- 
tractors as  "a  simple  and  inexpensive  way 
of  preserving  the  unique  and  valuable  ser- 
vice to  the  community  provided  by 
existing  pharmacies".  That  is  stated  in 
evidence  submitted  to  the  Royal  Com- 
mission on  the  NHS  by  the  Sheffield  Area 
Chemist  Contractors  Committee. 

The  ACCC  feel  that  the  community  as  a 
whole  is  beginning  to  realise  what  an 
important  service  is  being  lost  through 
the  closures  of  pharmacies,  and  demands 
were  being  made  through  various  official 
channels  for  the  provision  of  full  compre- 
hensive community  pharmacy  service  and 
not  just  a  dispensing  service.  With  health 
centres,  the  report  notes  that  Local 
Pharmaceutical  Committees  can  request 
the  provision  of  a  pharmacy  in  a  centre 
"where  the  pharmacist  would  eventually 
become  a  valued  member  of  the  health 
team".  However,  that  would  only  be  a 
dispensing  service,  which  would  probably 
reduce  the  viability  of  existing  comprehen- 
sive pharmacies  to  the  point  of  closure. 

Discussing  wastage  caused  by  excessive 
prescribing,  the  ACCC  suggest  that  it 
would  be  wrong  to  place  the  entire  blame 
on  the  prescriber;  the  action  of  patients 
— such  as  discontinuing  treatment  at  the 
first  sign  of  improvement  and  keeping  the 
remainder  of  the  medication  as  a  standby 
— should  not  be  ignored.  Elderly  patients 
tend  to  forget  to  take  dosages,  and  when 
a  repeat  prescription  for  more  supplies 
are  required,  they  do  not  tell  the  prescriber 
that  some  items  are  not  needed  "for  fear 
of  censure".  As  chronic  patients  on  multi- 
medicament  dosage  schedules  do  not  need 
frequent  checks  by  the  prescriber,  their 
prescriptions  are  usually  for  large  quanti- 
ties to  last  until  the  next  visit  to  the 
surgery — up  to  four  months  ahead. 

The  memorandum  argues  that  a  lot  of 
wastage  would  be  eliminated  if  an  exten- 
sive publicity  campaign  was  directed  at 
patients :  "They  should  be  urged  to  find  out 


C&D  Price  List 

In  view  of  the  uncertainty  created  by 
the  Chancellor's  mini-Budget,  produc- 
tion of  the  January  Chemist  &  Druggist 
Price  List  was  delayed  to  take  account 
of  any  possible  change  in  value  added  f 
tax.  The  list  should  be  in  the  hands 
of  subscribers  by  the  end  of  the  first 
week  in  January  and,  meanwhile,  sub- 
scribers are  asked  to  retain  the 
December  18  Price  Service  Supple- 
ment, which  should  be  used  with  the 
December  List  until  the  January  List 
comes  to  hand.  This  week's  Supple- 
ment updates  the  January  List. 


tion's  collective  views  will  not  be  decided 
until  the  special  representatives'  meeting 
in  March  1977. 

□  The  evidence  to  be  presented  by  the 
Pharmaceutical  Society,  the  Pharmaceutical  i 
Services  Negotiating  Committee  and  the 
National  Pharmaceutical  Union  is  under- 
stood now  to  be  in  draft  form. 


what  part  of  their  treatment  should  not 
be  missed,  and  what  could  be  kept  for 
occassional  use,  and  be  urged  to  ask  for 
repeat  prescriptions  only  for  the  items 
really  required." 

While  it  might  be  suggested  that  com- 
munity pharmacists  could  play  an  active 
part  in  preventing  waste — by  giving  one 
month's  supply  at  a  time  and  sending  pre- 
scriptions for  pricing  and  payment  only 
when  supply  has  been  completed — such 
a  scheme  "would  place  even  more  pharma- 
cies in  jeopardy".  Instead,  the  Committee 
argues  that  patients  could  be  given  two 
or  more  prescriptions  to  cover  supplies 
until  the  next  surgery  visit. 

Other  points  in  the  memorandum  in- 
clude that  the  prescription  pricing  system 
currently  imposes  real  financial  hardship 
on  pharmacists  with  suppliers  demanding 
speedy  settlement  (payment  on  account, 
the  Committee  argues,  should  be  at  least 
110  per  cent  of  the  pharmacy's  average 
cost  per  prescription,  to  be  paid  as  early  as 
possible) ;  and  that  a  pharmacist  should 
be  co-opted  onto  the  Commission. 

Possible  trends  the  ACCC  foresees  are: 

□  Pharmacies  should  be  sited  where  need 
is  established.  The  medical  system  of  open, 
intermediate,  and  closed  areas  could  pro- 
vide a  workable  basis. 

□  The  contract  should  be  a  direct  one 
with  the  pharmacists  providing  the  ser- 
vice ;  and  in  view  of  pharmacy's  compre- 
hensive service  to  the  community,  it  should 
be  on  a  truly  professional  scale. 

□  With  pharmacies  sited  where  they  are 
needed,  patients  could  be  registered  with 
a  pharmacy,  the  number  depending  on 
the  number  of  pharmacists  operating  it. 

□  The  pharmacist  should  be  an  indepen- 
dent professional  person,  with  no  obstacles 
or  obstructions  to  the  type  of  pharmacy 
he/she  chooses  to  operate,  within  reason- 
able ethical  bounds. 

□  Methods  of  supply  for  the  pharma- 
ceptical  service  may  change  and  the 
possibility  of  a  national  distributive  system 
should  not  be  ignored. 
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'Fresh  look'  at  drug  misuse 
problems  needed-Minister 


Mr  Roland  Moyle,  Minister  for  Health, 
agreed  last  week  that  "a  fresh  look"  should 
be  taken  at  the  problems  drug  misusers 
are  presenting  to  the  health  services.  He 
looked  forward  to  seeing  the  report  of 
the  Home  Office  working  group  of  the 
Advisory  Committee  on  Misuse  of  Drugs 
which  is  reviewing  treatment  and  re- 
habilitation methods. 

Mr  Moyle  was  addressing  the  annual 
meeting  of  the  Standing  Conference  on 
Drug  Abuse,  following  publication  of  its 
report  claiming  that  multiple  drug  mis- 
users, "who  engage  in  the  indiscriminate 
and  highly  dangerous  misuse  of  a  wide 
range  of  drugs,  including  alcohol  and 
barbiturates,"  are  increasing. 

SCODA  points  out  that  few  drug  treat- 
ment clinics  are  able  or  willing  to  offer 
help  as  the  misusers  are  difficult  to  deal 
with  "and  there  can  be  no  justification  for 
prescribing  the  barbiturates  they  often 
demand."  Even  when  regularly  attending 
clinics,  many  supplement  their  prescribed 
drugs  with  illicit  narcotics,  amphetamine 
or  "more  easily  obtainable"  barbiturates. 

Treatment  policies  adopted  in  the  mid- 
sixties  to  deal  with  narcotic  addiction  have 
failed  to  adapt  to  changed  circumstances, 
the  report  continues,  and  new  approaches 
need  to  be  formulated  if  rehabilitation  ser- 
vices are  to  become  more  effective.  How- 
ever, SCODA  recommends  that  in  the 
present  economic  circumstances  ways  of 
improving  existing  services  should  be 
examined  and  suggests  that  general  prac- 
titioners could  offer  maintenance  treatment 
to  some  of  the  longer  term  patients  of 
drug  dependency  units.  More  services  were 
needed  outside  London. 

SCODA  feels  that  perhaps  the  most 
worrying  feature  is  the  increasing  number 
of  new  addicts  being  "notified"  each  year ; 
the  1975  figure  of  926  was  6  per  cent  above 
the  previous  year.  Official  figures  on  drug 
misuse  seem  "increasingly  misleading" 
because  the  system  of  "notification"  applies 
only  to  those  dependent  on  narcotic  drugs 
and  the  problem  is  probably  more  serious 
than  it  appears. 

Authorities  asked  to  help 
health  export  drive 

Mr  David  Ennals,  Secretary  for  Social 
Services,  has  asked  UK  health  authorities 
to  help  in  the  health  exports  drive. 

A  circular  issued  last  week  by  the 
Department  of  Health  says  such  help  could 
include  releasing  key  staff  for  temporary 
service  overseas  and  arranging  for  train- 
ing of  foreign  pharmacists  and  other 
health  workers.  Authorities  are  asked  to 
keep  the  Department  informed  when  key 
staff  are  about  to  travel  overseas.  The 
form  of  release  would  usually  be  by 
grant  of  unpaid  leave  or  by  secondment, 


with  the  authority  paying  the  officer's 
salary  but  claiming  reimbursement.  The 
circular  asks  authorities  to  pay  careful 
attention  to  all  the  possibilities  of  pre- 
serving an  officer's  career  prospects  if  he 
takes  up  an  "export"  post.  The  industries 
and  exports  division  would  be  the  main 
point  of  contact  and  would  consult  pro- 
fessional colleagues  on  pharmaceutical  or 
other  specialist  matters. 

No  evidence  on  safety  of 
strip-packs— IMPU 

The  letter  from  the  National  Pharmaceu- 
tical Union  asking  Mr  David  Ennals, 
Secretary  for  Social  Services,  to  consider 
the  implications  of  allowing  self-service 
sale  of  analgesics  in  unit  packaging  which 
was  not  yet  proved  to  be  child-resistant 
(last  week  p812),  was  sent  December  17. 

Signed  by  Mr  J.  Wright,  secretary,  the 
letter  pointed  out  that  the  NPU  was 
becoming  increasingly  concerned  that  the 
British  Standards  Institution's  attempts  to 
devise  a  satisfactory  standard  for  strip 
packs  was  showing  no  prospects  of  a 
"meaningful  outcome." 

"We  share  the  Institution's  view  that 
strip  packs  should  be  examined  in  the  same 
way  as  reclosable  tops,  but  the  Medicines 
Commission  has  apparently  decided  that 
strip  packs  are  safe  per  se.  Neither  the 
NPU  nor  the  Institution  has  yet  seen  any 
evidence  from  tests  that  strip  packs  are 
really  effective  as  child-resistant  con- 
tainers." It  was  virtually  impossible  to  re- 
produce mechanically  the  effects  of  a  child 
chewing  or  tearing  at  a  strip  of  laminated 
film  without  making  a  strip  which  could 
not  be  opened  by  adults,  the  letter  added, 
re-iterating  the  view  that  self-service  sale 
of  analgesics  should  be  banned  as  origin- 
ally proposed. 

Health  centre  pharmacy 
follows  complaint 

A  dispensary  has  been  included  in  health 
centre  premises,  although  previously  ex- 
cluded, after  complaints  from  a  local 
action  group.  The  case  is  mentioned  in 
the  first  report  of  the  Health  Service  Com- 
missioner, session  1976-77  (HMSO,  £2  25) 
published  last  week. 

A  complaint  was  made  to  the  Com- 
missioner by  the  group  stating  several 
reasons  against  the  siting  of  the  health 
centre  in  the  grounds  of  the  local  hospital. 
One  reason  was  the  lack  of  a  dispensary 
and  the  inconvenience  involved  in  travel- 
ling from  the  health  centre  to  the  phar- 
macy in  the  town  centre  for  those  patients 
who  did  not  live  in  the  town.  However, 
the  site  was  in  line  with  guidance  issued 
by  the  Department  of  Health  that  health 


centres  be  closely  associated  with  a  com- 
munity hospital  where  possible,  provided 
that  adequate  transport  and  car  parking 
facilities  were  available.  After  hearing 
the  complaints,  the  Area  Health  Authority 
concerned  decided  to  include  a  dispensary. 
The  site  is  not  named  in  the  repoet. 

Association  formed  for 
women's  health  care 

The  Association  of  Women's  Health  Care 
is  being  formed  as  a  non-profit-making 
limited  company  which  will  apply  to  be- 
come a  registered  charity. 

Premises  have  been  taken  at  16  Seymour 
Street,  London  W1H  5WB,  and  the  asso- 
ciation aims  to  provide  a  central  body 
providing  information  about  women's 
health  problems.  Initially  it  will  deal  with 
the  menopause  and  the  possible  use  of 
hormone  replacement  therapy  and  later 
will  help  women  with  a  range  of  physical 
and  emotional  health  problems.  A  small 
clinic  is  being  planned. 

The  association  has  support  from 
Abbott  Laboratories  Ltd,  Ayerst  Labora- 
tories Ltd,  Schering  Chemicals  Ltd  and 
Syntex  Pharmaceuticals  Ltd.  Further 
finance  will  be  sought  from  other  com- 
panies but  the  association  will  try  to 
avoid  arbitrary  commercial  bias  in  its 
dissemination  of  information. 

Cannabis  seizures 

There  were  1,434  seizures  from  attempts 
to  smuggle  Controlled  Drugs  into  the  UK 
during  the  year  ending  March  31,  1976, 
according  to  the  67th  annual  report  of 
Customs  and  Excise  published  this  week. 

Most  of  the  seizures  (1,248)  were  of 
cannabis  in  herbal  resin  or  liquid  form 
totalling  4,081kg.  Individual  seizures  of 
imports  included  589kg  herbal  cannabis, 
113g  cannabis  resin,  nearly  20kg  liquid 
cannabis,  3  8kg  opium,  188kg  heroin,  2  5kg 
cocaine  and  20,000  tablets  containing 
methaqualone.  The  total  estimated  "street 
value"  was  about  £5|  million.  Legal  pro- 
ceedings were  taken  in  689  cases  -  and 
prison  sentences  totalling  851  years  im- 
posed as  a  result. 

Brulidine  batch  recall 

May  and  Baker  Ltd  are  recalling  a  batch 
of  Brulidine  cream  following  the  isolation 
of  Pseudomonas  cepacia  organisms  from 
samples  at  Manchester  Royal  Infirmary. 
The  batch  number  is  DE0872,  distributed 
between  May  4-May  24.  The  Department 
of  Health  has  been  consulted  and  whole- 
salers and  hospitals  notified.  A  spokesman 
for  the  company  said  the  high  tempera- 
tures during  the  summer  probably  resulted 
in  the  organisms  growing  to  unacceptable 
levels  from  minimal  contamination  at  the 
time  of  manufacture. 


The  next  issue  of  Chemist  &  Druggist, 
dated  January  8,  will  go  to  press  on 
Wednesday,  January  5.  Editorial  copy 
should  be  sent  to  arrive  before  the 
New  Year  holiday  where  possible: 
classified  advertisements  can  be  ac- 
cepted up  to  Tuesday,  January  4. 
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Polaroid 
against  Kodak 


Polaroid  Corporation  have  been  refused 
leave  by  the  House  of  Lords  to  seek  a 
temporary  order  stopping  Kodak  introduc- 
ing instant  picture  cameras  into  Britain. 
Polaroid  sought  the  ban  pending  trial  of 
its  patent  action  against  Kodak.  A  de- 
cision that  Polaroid  were  entitled  to  the 
ban  had  been  reversed  by  the  Court  of 
Appeal  on  November  10. 

Seeking  leave  to  challenge  the  Appeal 
Court  decision  Mr  G.  D.  Everington,  for 
Polaroid,  said  that  Kodak  had  estimated 
that  it  could  take  up  to  ten  years  for  the 
patent  action  to  be  disposed  of.  If  that 
were  so,  Polaroid  should  have  protection 
in  the  meantime  because  they  were  en- 
titled to  enjoy  the  exclusivity  granted  by 
their  patent  through  its  life. 

Mr  Andrew  Bateson,  for  Kodak,  said 
they  estimated  seven  to  eight  years.  They 
had  a  very  strong  sense  of  urgency  be- 
cause the  extent  to  which  they  developed 
their  camera  and  instant  photographic 
system  throughout  the  world  depended 
upon  the  outcome  of  the  case. 

Lord  Diplock,  Lord  Simon  of  Glaisdaie 
and  Lord  Edmund-Davies  dismissed  Polar- 
oid's application  with  costs. 

Attempt  to  stop  Norpace 
sale  fails  in  High  Court 

An  attempt  to  stop  Norpace  from  being 
sold  in  Britain  failed  in  the  High  Court 
last  week. 

The  French  company  Roussel-Uclaf, 
licensed  by  G.  D.  Searle  and  Co,  Illinois, 
to  sell  disopyramide  base  (Rythmodan),  in 
Britain,  tried  to  stop  G.  D.  Searle  &  Co 
Ltd,  Lane  End  Road,  High  Wycombe, 
Bucks,  from  selling  in  Britain  the  phos- 
phate salt  of  disopyramide. 

Mr  Justice  Graham  said  it  was  the  first 
time  lhat  a  court  had  had  to  decide 
whether  it  ought,  and  if  so  in  what 
circumstances,  to  prevent  the  public  receiv- 
ing the  benefit  of  an  admittedly  life-saving 
drug.  The  benefit  of  Norpace  was  that  it 
was  soluble  in  water  and  could  be  made 
injectable  which,  in  an  emergency,  gave  it 
an  advantage  over  Rythmodan  which  was 
not  soluble.  Neither  company  had  yet 
made  the  injectable  product  but  no  doubt 
it  would  soon  be  produced. 

Roussel-Uclaf  claimed  that  they  were 
exclusive  licensees  of  the  American  parent 
company  and  could  deny  the  British  sub- 
sidiary the  right  to  sell  Norpace,  although 
it,  the  subsidiary,  was  not  a  party  to  the 
licence  agreement. 

The  judge  said  that  as  the  market  was 
very  small,  Norpace  could  be  sold  but  if 
the  decision  proved  to  be  wrong,  damages 
would  be  sufficient. 


Four  members  of  Parliament  recently 
visited  Wyeth  Laboratories  at  Havant. 
Left  to  right:  Mr  Ted  Garrett,  MP;  Mr 
Dudley  Smith,  MP;  Mr  Ernest  Perry,  MP; 
Mr  Sid  Whincup,  Wyeth's  production 
director;  and  Mr  Michael  Grylls,  MP; 
watched  by  Mr  John  Gordon-Smith, 
Wyeth's  director  of  quality  control. 


NHS  implications  of 
'English'  devolution 

Should  the  National  Health  Service  be 
transferred  to  local  government  responsi- 
bility? That  is  among  the  issues  set  out 
for  public  consideration  in  "Devolution: 
the  English  dimension",  a  consultative  doc- 
ument prepared  by  the  Office  of  the  Lord 
President  of  the  Council  (HMSO,  £0  45). 
The  purpose  of  the  document  is  to  describe 
briefly  the  main  features  of  the  devolution 
proposals  for  Scotland  and  Wales  and  to 
set  out  the  factors  for  and  against  possible 
changes  in  England. 

A  reorganisation  of  local  government 
that  involved  assumption  of  responsibili- 
ties for  health  services  would  require  a 
fundamental  reorganisation  of  the  NHS. 
It  is.  at  present,  Exchequer  financed  and 
virtually  all  the  statutory  functions  are 
vested  in  the  Secretary  for  Social  Services. 
The  service  is  a  national  one  and  the 
Secretary  of  State  has  power  to  direct  the 
regional  and  area  authorities  in  exercising 
their  delegated  functions.  Control  by  elec- 
ted authorities  would  require  a  redefinition 
of  central  government's  role  and  would 
reduce  the  service's  national  character. 

Finance,  lines  of  accountability  and  the 
effect  on  morale  of  reorganisation,  would 
all  need  to  be  considered.  A  final  decision 
on  the  structure  of  the  NHS  would  have 
to  await  the  report  of  the  Royal  Com- 
mission on  the  NHS  which  is  examining 
the  service  in  relation  to  local  and  central 
government.  Members  of  the  public  are 
invited  to  express  views  to  Constitution 
Unit,  Cabinet  Office,  Great  George  Street, 
London  SW1P  3AQ. 

Price  Code— 'drink'  prices 
reduced  by  20  per  cent 

Following  the  Budget  increases  in  alcoholic 
drink  the  Price  Code  is  to  be  amended 
to  maintain  the  principle  that  profit  mar- 
gins should  not  be  taken  on  indirect  tax 
increases.  Previously,  that  principle  has 
been  applied  to  enterprises  selling  alco- 
holic drink  by  requiring  a  deduction  of 
15  per  cent  from  sales  values,  when  calcu- 
lating gross  and  net  profit  margins  under 
the  Price  Code.  It  is  proposed  that  that 
deduction  should  be  raised,  with  effect 
from  January  17,  1977,  to  20  per  cent  for 


alcoholic  drink.  The  proposal  is  included 
in  a  consultative  document  by  Mr  Roy 
Hattersley,  Secretary  of  State  for  Prices 
and  Consumer  Protection. 

The  Department  has  also  announced 
that  the  increases  in  excise  duties  should 
not  be  applied  to  goods  already  in  stock 
(which  did  not  bear  the  new  rates  of  duty) 
unless  retailers  turn  over  their  stocks  of 
these  goods  less  than  10  times  a  year. 
Distributors  (wholesalers  and  retailers) 
need  not  apply  the  amount  of  tax  changes 
precisely  but  the  average  change,  allowing 
lor  the  pattern  of  sales,  may  not  exceed 
the  full  amount  of  the  increase. 

New  hormone  isolated 
from  chicks'  litter 

A  new  androgen  was  discovered  by  acci- 
dent when  female  chicks  kept  on  wood 
litter  developed  male  characteristics. 

According  to  the  Agricultural  Research 
Council's  annual  report  1975-76  (HM 
Stationery  Office,  £2),  the  new  male  hor- 
mone is  formed  by  the  action  of  the 
fungus  Fusarium  solani  on  the  steroidal 
alkaloids  in  the  wood  of  Funtumid 
latifolia  (bastard  wild  rubber),  a  Central 
African  species  used  in  the  chicks'  litter. 
The  male-like  appearance  in  females  was 
most  obvious  in  birds  of  two  to  four 
weeks  old  but  was  also  seen  in  hens, 
wh:ch  became  poor  layers. 

The  hormone  is  ten  times  as  potent  as 
testosterone  and  some  samples  of  the  wood 
contain  the  equivalent  of  4,000  to  6,000 
ppm  of  testosterone.  An  ARC  spokesman 
told  C&D  that  the  compound  could  be 
potentially  useful  in  contraception  or  as 
a  source  of  steroids. 

PATA  election  results 

There  was  no  contest  for  the  six  sets  in  the 
recent  Council  elections  of  the  Proprietary 
Articles  Trade  Association.  Those  returned 
unopposed  were : 

Manufacturers'     section :  International 

Laboratories  Ltd ;  Thomas  Marns  &  Co 

division  of  Arthur  H.  Cox  &  Co  Ltd. 

Wholesale     section :      Smith     &  Hill 

(Chemists)  Ltd ;  Vestric  Ltd. 

Retail  section:   C.  N.  Bedford;  J.  C.  N. 

Wilford. 

Flu  vaccination  continues 
in  UK  despite  US  halt 

Vaccination  against  swine  flu  will  con- 
tinue in  the  UK  despite  the  decision  last 
week  to  suspend  it  in  the  United  States. 
Since  the  start  of  the  US  campaign,  90 
cases  of  Guillain-Barre  disease — a  paralysis 
which  spreads  up  the  spinal  cord — have 
been  reported  there,  50  in  people  vacci- 
nated against  swine  flu. 

A  spokesman  from  Duphar  Labora- 
tories Ltd  told  C&D  that  it  had  not  been 
proved  the  vaccine  was  responsible,  but 
as  35  million  have  been  vaccinated  the 
incidence  of  the  possible  side  effect  was 
about  one  in  |m  people.  No  UK  cases  of 
the  disease  have  been  reported  to  the 
company  and  workers  at  the  Medical 
Research  Council's  World  Influenza 
Centre  have  decided  that  the  risks  are  so 
slight  that  vaccination  should  continue  in 
the  United  Kingdom. 
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Mr  Kenneth  Clarke,  MP,  has  been  ap- 
pointed Parliamentary  adviser  to  the 
Pharmaceutical  Society.  Mr  Clarke  recently 
became  Opposition  spokesman  number 
two  on  industry  (C&D,  November  27, 
p725)  after  previously  being  number  three 
spokesman  on  health. 

Professor  Sir  Eric  Scowen,  emeritus  pro- 
fessor of  medicine,  St  Bartholomew's 
Hospital,  has  accepted  the  request  of  UK 
Health  Ministers  to  act  as  chairman  of  the 
Committee  on  Safety  of  Medicines  for  the 
time  being  owing  to  illness  of  the  chair- 
man, Professor  Graham  M.  Wilson.  Sir 
Eric  was  a  founder  member  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Safety  of  Drugs,  became  chair- 
man in  1969  and  then  served  as  the  CSM's 
chairman  until  March  31,  when  he  became 
chairman  of  the  Committee  on  the  Review 
of  Medicines. 


News  in  brief 

□  The  index  of  retail  prices  for  all  items 
for  November  was  165  8  (January  1974  = 
100),  representing  an  increase  of  14  per 
cent  on  October  and  of  15  per  cent  over 
the  year. 

□  The  Value  Added  Tax  (Food)  Order 
1976  (SI  1976  no  2025,  HM  Stationery 
Office,  £010),  which  makes  home  brewing 
kits  subject  to  VAT  at  the  standard  rate 
from  April  1,  1977,  has  now  been 
published. 

□  Parke,  Davis  &  Co  have  received 
governmental  approval  in  the  United  States 
to  market  vidarabine,  an  antiviral  agent  to 
treat  herpetic  keratitis.  It  will  be  sold  from 
January  1977  as  an  ophthalmic  ointment, 
Vira-A.  The  UK  company  is  investigating 
the  preparation  but  have  no  definite 
marketing  plans  yet. 

□  Pharmacists  and  their  clerks  have  voted 
to  accept  a  40-month  contract  ending  a 
seven-week  strike  and  lockout  involving 
more  than  2,000  employees  of  four  chemist 
chains  in  Washington,  USA.  The  new 
contract  provides  an  initial  wage  increase 
of  about  £075  an  hour  for  pharmacists 
and  about  half  that  for  the  clerks. 

□  Jill  Turner,  General  Practitioner's 
features  editor,  has  won  the  1976  Lilly 
Medical  Journalism  Research  Award  for 
work  published  in  The  Guardian,  Times 
Educational  Supplement,  New  Society  and 
New  Humanist.  She  will  use  the  £600 
travel  grant  award  to  study  how  the 
doctor/patient  relationship  is  affected  by 
private  health  schemes  in  the  USA. 

□  From  December  20,  subject  to  certain 
training  qualifications  and  experience,  the 
doctors  in  the  EEC  were  free  to  practise 
in  any  of  the  nine  member  states.  The 
provisions  of  two  Directives  now  in  force 
apply,  however,  only  to  those  doctors  who 
hold  a  medical  diploma  or  degree  awarded 
in  medical  schools  or  appropriate  institu- 
tions in  Community  countries.  Nurses  are 
expected  soon  to  follow  in  mutual  recogni- 
tion of  qualifications. 
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Traditional 

One  occasionally  reads  the  expression  a  "traditional"  pharmacy.  The 
meaning  is  not  altogether  clear,  but  I  fancy  it  applies  to  those  which  were 
handed  down  by  an  earlier  generation  and  then  replaced  by  something  so 
different  from  the  original  as  to  be  unrecognisable.  Much  as  the  older 
generation  may  regret  the  changes,  it  is  clear  that  there  is  a  complete 
revolution  in  the  practice  of  pharmacy  as  well  as  in  the  nature  of  the  stock 
for  counter  sale. 

The  shelving  with  the  serried  ranks  of  shop  rounds  and  ointment  pots  has 
gradually  disappeared  to  be  replaced  by  what  is  referred  to  as  open  display 
— display  which  has  none  of  the  professional  appearance  of  bygone  years. 
That  is  perhaps  unavoidable,  for  prescribing  practice  has  undergone 
complete  change,  and  the  pharmacist  is  no  longer  to  be  seen  reaching  for 
the  tinct  convallaria  majalis  or  the  cerium  oxalate. 

I  can  imagine  the  modern,  thrusting,  aggressive  entrepreneur,  if  he  has 
read  thus  far,  giving  vent  to  a  snort  of  disgust.  After  all,  we  did  give  up  the 
horse  tram,  the  steam  engine,  the  sailing  ship  and  the  velocipede.  Yet,  that 
does  not  seem  to  be  a  good  reason  for  despising  it  all.  My  apprentice 
master  wore  spats  and  a  pair  of  pince-nez  attached  to  the  lapel  of  his 
jacket  with  a  piece  of  black  silk  ribbon.  And  he  knew  more  about  drugs  and 
their  uses  than  any  I  have  met  since.  He  was  consulted  daily  by  physicians 
of  renown,  and  all  had  the  highest  respect  for  each  other.  I  am  glad  I  knew 
him  and  his  background,  for  his  like  will  never  be  seen  again.  Like  others  of 
his  day,  he  had  worked  very  long  hours,  including  occasional  night  duties, 
and  despite  that  he  was  well-read  and  able  to  hold  his  own  in  any  company. 
That  was  a  generation  of  character  and  of  culture  which  was  regarded 
with  a  respect  that  was  richly  deserved. 

Memories 

I  found  myself  recently  in  a  pharmaceutical  wholesale  premises.  From  the 
outside,  it  looked  much  the  same  as  it  had  always  done,  but  that  was  as  far 
as  it  went.  It  was  clean  and  tidy,  not  at  all  like  the  place  I  knew  many  years 
ago.  Then,  Bob  Cratchit  sat  on  a  high  stool,  keeping  a  watchful  eye  on  his 
staff,  also  seated  on  high  stools,  keeping  their  ledgers  in  clear  and  neat 
figures  and  checking  their  additions  carefully,  for  Bob  was  not  the  man  to 
pass  work  that  was  slipshod.  Bob  was  no  longer  there,  but  he  could  hardly 
be  expected  to  be,  for  he  looked  elderly  forty  years  ago. 

And  through  in  the  warehouse,  at  that  time,  there  were  one  or  two 
ancients  who  must  have  been  there  for  close  on  sixty  years.  They,  and  a 
number  of  others,  all  wearing  aprons,  were  knee-deep  in  straw  which  was 
being  wrapped  expertly  round  bottles  of  all  sizes  and  shapes  and  packed 
into  hampers  for  delivery  to  distant  parts  of  the  country.  There  was,  over 
all,  a  warm  fragrance  compounded  of  all  kinds  of  leaves  and  seeds,  roots  and 
flowers — anise,  cardamom,  gentian  chamomile,  lavender  and  caraway.  The 
odour  was  characteristic,  and  in  a  curious  way,  I  seemed  to  smell  it  anew, 
though  there  was  now  nothing  but  that  curious  trick  of  recollection  to 
account  for  the  fancy. 

Good  wishes 

And,  so,  to  all  who  have  helped  me  over  the  year — greetings!  Greetings 
to  the  telephone  ladies  who  are  almost  the  only  contact  I  have  nowadays 
with  my  suppliers.  Greetings  to  those  who  never  acknowledge 
communications,  and  thus  remain  faceless  and  faithless.  Greetings  to  the 
computer  which,  once  a  month,  goes  into  labour  and  brings  forth  a  mass  of 
erroneous  material  for  which  it — and  it  alone —  is  responsible.  (I  have 
that  on  very  good  authority.)  And,  of  course,  to  Bob  Cratchit,  or  his  ghost. 
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Heinz  add  to  range 

Heinz  are  launching  ten  new  babyfood 
varieties  in  jars  to  fill  the  gaps  not  satis- 
fied by  the  relaunch  of  their  jar  range  in 
1975.  The  varieties  (all  new  recipes)  are: 
Breakfasts — strained  fruit  and  cereal ; 
strained  scrambled  egg ;  junior  egg  and 
bacon ;  junior  scrambled  egg,  sausage  and 
tomato.  Suppers — strained  chicken  broth; 
strained  veal,  tomato  and  cheese ;  junior 
chicken  broth ;  junior  veal  supper  with 
spaghetti  shells.  Dinners — strained  liver 
and  bacon;  strained  veal.  The  additions 
complete  the  Heinz  jars  range. 

H.  J.  Heinz  Co  Ltd,  Hayes  Park,  Hayes, 
Middlesex,  say  that  jars  now  count  for 
some  25  per  cent  of  the  total  market  and 
that  their's  has  been  the  only  growth 
brand  in  the  sector  since  June  1975,  with 
consumer  sales  increasing  by  77  per  cent. 

The  company  adds  that  the  chemists' 
sector  has  had  an  enviable  growth  in 
babyfood  sales  during  the  past  four  years. 
"The  independent  chemist  has  proved  he 
can  be  competitive  with  the  supermarket 
without  necessarily  being  drawn  into  a 
ciit-throat  price  battle,  but  many  chem- 
ists are  still  losing  potential  profit  by 
stocking  secondary  brands".  It  argues  that 
the  wider  choice  now  offered,  and  the 
balanced  range  of  jars  and  cans  mean 
greater  off-take  and  a  certainty  that  shelf 
space  will  be  used  to  best  capacity. 

During  1977,  advertising  support  for 
the  Heinz  range  will  include  full-colour 
pages  in  major  women's  magazines  and 
specialist  mothercraft  journals,  a  new 
introductory  campaign  in  the  medical  and 
professional  press,  and  briefing  of  health 
service  visitors  by  Heinz'  advisors. 

A  new  counter  display  for  Ralgex  which 
carries  through  the  winter  advertising 
theme — "Ralgex  warms  away  pain  fast" 
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Leaflet  on  contact  lens  solutions 

A  leaflet  for  retail  pharmacists  and  their 
staff,  giving  advice  on  the  use  of  Steri 
systems  for  hard  and  soft  contact  lenses,  is 
available  from  Alcam  Pharmaceuticals  Ltd, 
member  of  Contact  Lenses  (Manufactur- 
ing) Ltd  group,  14  Child's  Place,  Earls 
Court,  London  SW5  9RX.  An  article  in 
the  December  issue  of  Eye  /,  the  group's 
newsheet,  points  out  the  need  for  lens 
solution  manufacturers  to  keep  pharmacists 
informed,  following  criticisms  that  they 
are  unaware  of  the  differences  between 
hard  and  soft  lens  cleaning  techniques. 

Adrenaline  eye  drops 

A  paper  Transactions  of  the  Ophthalmic 
Societies  of  the  UK,  volume  XCV,  part  III, 
has  emphasised  the  need  for  lower  con- 
centrations of  adrenaline  in  glaucoma 
therapy.  Alcon  Laboratories  (UK)  Ltd 
have  written  to  consultant  ophthalmo- 
logists pointing  out  that  they  make  0  5 
per  cent  and  1  per  cent  adrenaline,  avail- 
able as  Isopto  Epinal  0  5  per  cent  and  1 
per  cent  from  Farillon  Ltd,  Selinas  Lane, 
Dagenham,  Essex. 

Adexolin  and  Minadex  distribution 

From  January  1,  1977,  distribution  of 
Adexolin  vitamin  drops  and  Minadex 
syrup  will  be  transferred  from  Glaxo 
Laboratories  Ltd  to  Farley  Health  Pro- 
ducts Ltd,  Torr  Lane,  Plymouth  PL3  5UA. 
The  products  will  still  be  sold  subject  to 
resale  price  maintenance  and  distribution 
will  be  restricted  to  pharmacy  outlets. 

Sandoz  migraine  products  from  Wander 

Sandoz  Products  Ltd  state  that  from 
January  4  Cafergot  tablets  and  supposi- 
tories, Deseril  tablets  and  Femergin  am- 
poules and  tablets  will  be  transferred  to 
Wander  Pharmaceuticals  division  of 
Sandoz  Products  Ltd,  PO  box  Horsforth 
No  4,  Calverley  Lane,  Horsforth,  Leeds 
LSI  8  4RP.  There  will  be  no  change  to  the 
content,  packs  or  prices. 

Novo  address 

As  from  January  1,  1977  information  con- 
cerning Novo  range  of  products  will  be 
obtainable  from  the  following  address  (in 
lieu  of  Martindale  Pharmaceuticals  Ltd); 
Novo  Laboratories  Ltd,  Ringway  House. 
Bell  Road,  Basingstoke,  Hants  RG24  OPU. 
Distribution  of  the  products  will  continue 
to  be  effected  by  Farillon  Ltd. 

Certor  satchels  distribution 

Wellcome  Foundation  Ltd  are  to  cease 
marketing  of  Certor  counter  satchels  and 
metric  bottle  dispensing  satchels  from 
January  1,  1977,  this  responsibility  will 
transfer  to  manufacturers  Bibby  and  Baron 
Ltd,  PO  box  17,  Newbridge  Mills,  Bury 
BL9  9PF  (telephone  061-764  2101),  who 
will  send  orders  and  inquiries  to  regional 
agents. 

Beecham  promotions 

A  recent  joint  promotion  at  M.  D. 
Godfrey,  Laindon  Shopping  Centre,  Basil- 
don, for  Falcon  men's  hairspray  and  deo- 
dorant organised  by  Beecham  Proprietaries, 
Beecham  House,  Great  West  Road,  Brent- 
ford, Middlesex  TW8  9BD,  was  said  to  be 
"extremely  successful".  Says  Mr  D.  G. 
Harvey,  store  manager:  "Six  dozen  cans 
of  hairspray  and  four  dozen  cans  of  deo- 
dorant sold  through  in  a  4-5  week  period. 
We  have  a  regular  policy  of  heavy  in-store 
promotion  featuring  fast-moving  heavily- 
advertised  toiletry  brands.  Falcon  has  been 


generating  particular  interest  because  of 
the  Rodney  Bewes  diary  offer  on  both 
lines — and  the  eye-catching  way  it  has 
been  promoted  through  display  material." 
Mac  lozenges,  currently  being  advertised 
on  television  in  the  Southern,  Midland, 
Lancashire,  Yorkshire  and  Tyne-Tees 
areas,  will  also  be  seen  in  the  London  area 
in  a  peak-of-season  reminder  campaign 
after  Christmas. 

Beecham  say  that  independent  audit 
figures  for  the  two  months  to  early 
November  show  a  sharp  increase  in  cold 
remedy  sales  compared  with  last  year,  and 
add  that  since  these  audits  winter  advertis- 
ing has  started  and,  taken  together  with 
the  higer  incidence  of  colds  and  'flu  this 
year,  the  company  are  hoping  to  make 
"even  bigger  strides  as  winter  deepens, 
even  if  there  is  no  'flu  epidemic  to  help  in 
the  new  year  as  it  did  in  1975." 

Vessen  terms  for  Bio-Strath 

Vessen  Ltd,  New  Mansion  House, 
Wellington  Road  South,  Stockport,  Ches 
SKI  3UA,  have  been  appointed  the  sole 
UK  agents  for  Bio-strath  products:  elixir 
(£2  98),  drops  (£3  25)  and  specific  formulae 
(£3  25).  The  company  have  announced 
carriage  paid  terms  when  more  than  three 
cases  are  ordered. 

Rexnell  for  Jantzen 

Rexnell  Ltd,  32  Powerscroft  Road,  Foots- 
cray,  Sidcup,  Kent  DAM  5EG,  have  been 
appointed  by  Haffenden-Richborough  Ltd 
to  sell  Jantzen  swimcaps  to  chemist  out- 
lets in  the  UK.  Two  "special  deal  pack" 
offers  are  being  made  by  Rexnell ;  a  dis- 
play stand  is  available  and  is  on  special 
terms  when  purchased  with  either  "special 
deal  pack". 

Unichem  new  year  offers 

Unichem  Ltd,  Crown  House,  Morden, 
Surrey,  are  offering  discounts  to  members 
only  on  Colgate,  Radox  salts,  Wilkinson 
Sword  double  edge  blades,  Kotex,  Brevia, 
Sunsilk  hairspray,  Lil-lets,  Head  & 
Shoulders  and  Style  from  January  10-28, 
1977.  Details  elsewhere  in  this  issue. 

Money  off  Wright's  soap 

LR  Sanitas  Ltd,  Sanitas  House,  Stockwell 
Green,  London  SW9  9JJ,  are  offering 
money-off  promotions  on  Wright's  coal  tar 
soap  between  January  4  and  February  28, 
1977.  There  will  be  21p  off  the  bath  size 
and  3p  off  the  giant  size. 

Apocaire  January  offers 

The  following  products  will  be  on  offer 
from  Sangers  Ltd,  Cinema  House,  225 
Oxford  Street,  London  W1R  1AE,  during 
January :  Alberto  Balsam  conditioner  90cc, 
Babettes  10s  and  nappy  pants,  Elastoplast 
dressing  strips  3  8cm  x  lm,  washable 
6  3cm  x  lm,  Farleys  rusks  large,  Gerber 
baby  foods  strained,  4|oz,  Kleenex  Chiefs 
facial  tissues,  Kotex  New  Freedom  briefs 
and  towels,  10s,  Libresse  10s,  Pearl  Drops 
tooth  polish  42g,  Recital  hair  colourant, 
Soft  &  Gentle  antiperspirant  standard, 
Ultrabrite  toothpaste  standard  (5p  off 
flashpack)  and  Dr.  Whites  size  1  10s. 
Details  elsewhere  in  this  issue. 

Winarick  distribute  Tulip  Lip  Tissues 

As  from  January  1,  1977,  Winarick  Ltd, 
Unit  15,  Heywood  Industrial  Estate,  Hey- 
wood,  Lanes  have  been  appointed  sole 
distributors  of  Tulip  lip  tissues  and  Glem 
tissues  to  the  chemist  trade  in  the  UK. 
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Cosmetics  and  toiletries 

Max  Factor  make-up  collection 

'The  Maxi  make-up  collection"  from 
Max  Factor  will  be  on  sale  from  April  1, 
1977.  The  company  says  that  these  are 
"beautifully  co-ordinated  cosmetics,  for  a 
look  that  lasts  all  day  at  prices  every  girl 
can  afford."  They  are  Maxi-fresh  make-up 
(£065)  in  six  shades;  Maxi-glow  blush 
(£060)  four  shades;  Maxi-frost  eye 
shadow  (£065)  eight  shades;  Maxi-lash 
mascara  with  polymer  (£0  70)  three  shades 
and  Maxi-moist  lipstick  (£0  55)  nine 
shades  plus  glosser  (Max  Factor  Ltd,  16 
Old  Bond  Street,  London  W1X  4BP). 

Rev  Ion  in  1977 

Revlon  will  be  introducing  a  "24  hour 
cream"  to  their  Eterna  27  range  in 
February  1977.  It  is  an  extra  light,  non- 
greasy  moisturiser  and,  as  the  name  im- 
plies, can  be  used  as  either  a  day  or  a 
night  cream.  Love  Pat  translucent  powder 
— two  tones  of  pressed  powder,  will  also 
be  introduced  in  February  and  the  range 
of  lustrous  lipsticks  will  be  reintroducted 
in  twelve  shades. 

Eight  creme  shades  will  be  added  to  the 
Fabunail  protective  nail  colour  range  in 
March  1977  and  two  additions  made  to 
the  Moondrops  treatment  line :  deep 
action  cleanser,  which  contains  particles 
of  almond  meal  and  rich  almond  oil,  and 
a  bi-phase  moisturiser  which  is  described 
as  an  especially  light  textured  lotion 
appealing  to  younger  women  with  delicate 
skins.  Also  in  March  Revlon  will  combine 
their  Natural  Wonder  products,  Keep 
Blushing  and  Super  Shine  lip  gloss,  in 
four  colour  combinations  in  a  see-through 
compact,  and  in  April  three  new,  flavoured 
lip  balms  will  be  introduced  to  protect 
against  chapped  lips  (Revlon  International 
Corporation,  86  Brook  Street,  London). 

Footcare 

Scholl  sandals  in  1977 

Many  new  styles  are  included  in  the  range 
of  exercise  footwear  introduced  by  Scholl 
for  1977.  In  the  wooden  sandal  range,  one 
new  style  features  a  light  brown  base  with 
an  antique  brown  strap  in  Western  "raw- 
hide-look" soft  leather.  Another  innova- 
tion is  a  higher-heeled  version  of  the 
classic  wooden  exercise  sandal,  with  a 
wide  leather  strap  in  natural  wheat  shade. 
Designed  for  fashion  appeal  to  the 
younger  woman  are  two  wedge  sandals, 
one  high  wedge  with  a  blue  denim  strap 
and  a  slightly  lower  wedge  with  a  paprika- 
coloured  leather  strap  (all  £7  49). 

The  high-heeled  leather  look  sandal 
comes  in  two  new  shades,  russet  and  two- 
tone  grey,  as  well  as  in  beige.  For  the  first 
time,  two  wedge-based  sandals  have  been 
included  in  the  leather-look  range — one 
has    an    "ethnic-look"    base   with  sand- 


coloured  strap  (£7  99)  for  the  younger 
woman,  the  other  style  incorporatees  a 
higher  wedge  in  a  checked  hessian  weave 
available  in  blue/natural  and  brown/nat- 
ural (£8  49). 

The  range  includes  one  new  clog  in 
denim  blue  suede  (£8  99)  and  the  current 
plain  towelling  sandals  now  also  include 
red  in  addition  to  peacock  and  apricot. 
For  men,  a  new  wedge  sandal  with  a  dark 
brown  base  (£7  99)  and  strap  supplements 
the  traditional  flat  black  leather-look  style 
and  the  classic  brown  clog. 

Scholl  expect  to  produce  a  high  propor- 
tion of  exercise  footwear  for  the  UK  mar- 
ket in  the  new  factory  at  Stamford  Hill, 
London,  instead  of  importing  from 
Austria.  As  a  result,  the  company  is  con- 
fident that  continuity  and  greater  flexibility 
of  supply  will  help  to  improve  service 
levels.  Promotional  plans  include  an  ad- 
vertising campaign,  new  packaging  and 
point-of-sale  material.  Details  of  a  display 
competition  for  pharmacists  will  be  an- 
nounced shortly.  Scholl  (UK)  Ltd,  182  St 
John  Street,  London  EC1P  JDH. 


The  new  Throaties  re-sealable  carton 
will  be  advertised  in  Radio  Times  and 
TV  Times  weekly  throughout  January  and 
February 


Bonus  offers 

Wellcome  Foundation  Ltd,  Temple  Hill, 
Dartford,  Kent.  Drapolene  cream,  Calpol 
suspension  OTC  packs.  Details  from  repre- 
sentatives. 


Yon Ve  got 
a  full  stock  of  all  your 
prescription  needs 
just  around  the  corner. 

You  cant  stock  everything. 

But  were  never  more  than  a  few 
hours  away  with  a  really  fast  really 
comprehensive  pharmaceutical 
delivery  service.  Tell  us  what  you  need 
and  when  you  need  it  We  11  be  there. 


^Barclays 


BARCLAYS,  PO  Box  97,19c  Orgreave  Close,  Sheffield  S13  9NT 
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on  TV 
next  week 


Fashion  faces 
for  1977 


Courtesy  of  Yardley 
clear  reds,  scarlets,  sharp  corals  and 
shrieking  oranges,  the  latter  beautifully 
complementing  an  early  summer  tan.  Re- 
iterating the  Mary  Quant  forecast  they 
say  that  bright  colours  will  be  "in"  and 
murky,  muddy  colours  right  out.  Another 
point  of  interest  is  that  "blue  is  back".  For 
the  past  few  years  it  has  been  considered 
a  little  "outre"  to  wear  blue  powdery  eye 
shadow  but  it  is  now  re-emerging  as  a 
popular  colour. 

Max  Factor  indicated  to  C&D  that  as 
well  as  blue,  the  colour  for  spring  eyes 
will  be  bright  green,  and  that  instead  of 
the  colour  being  smudged  all  round  the 
eye,  it  will  be  applied  solely  to  the  lids 
as  in  the  days  of  yore,  and  again  the  feel- 
ing is  that  mascara  will  be  lengthening 
instead  of  thickening,  and  in  blacks  and 
browns  rather  than  colours.  A  small  point 
of  disagreement  between  Max  Factor  and 
Rimmel  is  that  the  latter  believe  that  the 
present  generation  who  have  just  "dis- 
covered" face  powder  will  go  on  wearing 
it  during  the  spring  and  possibly  into  the 
summer,  whereas  Max  Factor  (in  com- 
mon with  other  cosmetic  manufacturers) 
feel  that  the  healthy /sporty  outdoor  look 
will  reign  supreme  which  will  call  for  a 
glowing  face  rather  than  a  matt  one.  The 
final  outcome  will  probably  be  heavily 
dependent  on  the  weather. 


Week  commencing  December  27 

Anadin:  All  except  E 

Askit  powders:  Sc,  G 

Aspro  Clear:  All  areas 

Beecham's  powders:  All  except  WW,  So, 

We,  E,  CI 

Beecham's  powders  with  hot  iemcn:  All 

except  WW,  SO,  We.  E,  CI 

Buttercup:  M,  Lc,  Y,  Sc,  NE,  B 

Chique:  All  except  F. 

Clearasil  cleansing  lotion:  All  areas 

CompSan:  All  except  M,  Lc 

Contac  400:  All  areas 

Crest:  AM  except  So.  G,  E 

Disprin:  All  except  U,  E 

Harmony  hairspray:  All  except  U,  E 

Galloways:  Ln,  So,  A 

Listerine:  Ln 

Liqufruta:  All  except  U,  E 

Mac  lozenges,  M,  Lc,  Y,  So,  NE 

Milgard:  U 

Milton  crystal:  M 

Night  Nurse:  All  except  E 

Pears  lasting  care:  All  except  E,  U 

Raigex:  All  except  U,  E 

Ribena:  All  areas 

Setters:  All  except  E,  CI 

SR:  All  except  U,  E 

Tabac:  All  except  E  U 

Tudor  processing:  M,  Y,  WW,  So,  A 

Venos:  All  except  E 


Week  commencing  January  3 

Askit  powders:  Sc,  G 

Aspro  Clear:  All  areas 

Beecham's  powders:  All  except  WW,  So, 

We,  E,  CI 

Beecham's  powders  with  hot  lemon:  All 

except  WW,  So,  We,  E,  CI 

Buttercup:  M,  Lc,  Y,  Sc,  NE,  B 

Clearasil  cleansing  lotion:  All  areas 

Comae  400:  All  areas 

Galloways:  Ln,  So,  A 

Listerine:  Ln 

Liqufruta:  All  except  U,  E 

Mac  lozenges:  M,  Lc,  Y,  So,  NE 

Milgard:  U 

Milton  crystals:  M 

Nighi  nurse:  All  except  E 

Raigex:  All  except  U.  E 

Ribena:  All  areas 

Rinstead  pastilles:  All  except  Sc,  U 
Setlers:  All  except  E,  CI 
Slender:  All  except  E 
Venos:  All  except  E 


Although  fashions  in  make-up  do  alter 
they  change  more  in  the  way  products  are 
applied  than  in  their  basic  appearance. 
One  year  might  call  for  more  emphasis 
on  the  eyes,  and  the  next  it  will  be  the 
contours  of  the  face  which  are  prominent. 
For  1977  it  seems  the  dominant  features 
will  be  lips  and  nails ;  mascara  will  be 
less  obvious  and  a  "no  make-up"  look 
will  be  big  news.  Fortunately  for  the 
cosmetics  industry,  however,  this  is  not  a 
look  which  is  achieved  simply  by  leaving 
off  make-up — indeed  many  women  will  be 
spending  more,  especially  on  skin  treat- 
ments, to  achieve  a  healthy,  sporty  look. 
Nor  does  an  unmade-up  look  mean  a 
no-colour  look,  but  the  glow  will  have  to 
be  subtly  applied. 

Light  touch 

A  spokeswoman  for  Mary  Quant  told 
C&D  that  she  felt  the  emphasis  will  stay 
with  lips  in  the  spring,  with  "clear" 
colours  instead  of  pastel  shades  or  the 
murky  muddy  tones  of  past  years.  Definite 
pinks  and  reds  will  tint  the  lips  and  nails, 
and  with  such  strong  emphasis  on  lips 
the  eyes  will  tend  not  to  be  so  heavily 
made-up — they  will  remain  neutral  but 
well  denned,  probably  lightly  outlined 
with  kohl  pencils.  The  company  say  that 
their  newest  mascara — Lashtint — has 
proved  very  successful  and  feel  that  this 
is  indicative  of  the  move  away  from 
heavily  mascara'd  eyes  and  false  eye- 
lashes. The  lighter  touch  is  carried  on  to 
the  face  with  the  success  of  their  Super 
Natural  foundation  which  lends  colour  to 
the  face  without  giving  it  a  plastered, 
cloggy  finish. 

Revlon  agree  that  a  more  natural  appear- 
ance will  be  the  cosmetic  fashion  trend 
for  1977,  and  feel  that  women  will  be 
paying  more  attention  to  the  state  of  their 
skin.  They  will  be  encouraged  to  learn 
more  about  themselves  and  their  features 
in  order  that  they  can  enhance  their  better 
points  rather  than  heavily  disguising  their 
bad  ones.  To  this  end  Revlon  will  concen- 
trate on  offering  consumers  improved 
formulas  to  cleanse,  tone  and  nourish 
their  skins.  They  also  feel  that  the 
strongest  colours  in  the  spring  will  be 
pinks  and  roses,  and  foresee  a  glossy, 
healthy  sheen  overall. 

Yardley  predict  that  it  will  be  the 
classical  beauty  look  which  will  carry  over 
from  Winter  '76  to  Spring  '77.  An 
elegant,  yet  not  over-sophisticated  look 
which  will  show  up  the  beauty  and  sculp- 
tured finish  of  the  face.  This  polished 
effect  can  only  be  achieved  with  high 
quality  colours  that  smooth  in  and  onto 
the  skin  to  give  a  creamy  complexion, 
tinged  perhaps  with  a  frosted  peach  blush 
and  lips  warmed  with  a  brandy  glow. 

Rimmel  believe  a  path  is  being  beaten 
back   to   the   "forties  look" — true  reds, 


Christmas  closings 

*  Urgent  supplies  available  from  John  Bell 
&  Croyden  Ltd,  50  Wigmore  Street, 
London  Wl. 

From  close  of  business,  December  29, 
to  start  of  business,  January  4 
Wilcox    Laboratories    Ltd,    57  Norman 
Road,  St  Leonards-on-Sea,  East  Sussex. 
Cupal  Ltd,  King  Street,  Blackburn,  Lanes. 


Ln — London;  M — Midlands;  Lc-Lancashire; 
Y — Yorkshire;  Sc— Scotland;  WW— Wales  and 
West;  So — South;  NE — North-east;  A — Anglia; 
U— Ulster;  We— Westward;  B— Border; 
G — Grampian;  E — Eireann;  CI — Channel  Islands 


From  close  of  business,  Thursday, 
December  23,  to  start  of  business,  Mon- 
day, January  3 

Pharmax  Ltd,  Bourne  Road,  Bexley,  Kent.* 
Other  arrangements 

Dome  Laboratories,  division  of  Miles 
Laboratories  Ltd,  Stoke  Poges,  Slough, 
Berks  SL2  4L7.  Closed  from  December 
24  to  December  28,  and  on  January  3.* 
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UniChem  Limited,  Crown  House,  Morden,  Surrey 
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Biggest  advertiser. 


Biggest  moneymaker. 


U  Digestif 


Tablets 

to      Ouickiy  re-Sieve  indigestion 


25  Tablets 


No  other  brand  turns  over  faster,  builds  profits  more  quickly 
than  the  brand  leader.  Rennie  is  Britain's  leading  brand  of  indigestion  tablet. 

The  biggest  seller.  The  most  heavily  advertised.  The  one  most  people  prefer. 
So  no  matter  how  many  other  brands  of  indigestion  tablets  you  stock, 
never  run  out  of  Rennie.  Rennie  can  earn  you  more  money. 

Stock  the  brand  leader. 
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Cookworthy, 
chemist  and 
potter  1705-80 

by  A.  G.  Mervyn  Madge,  FPS 

Would  you  like  to  walk  well  over  200 
miles,  from  Plymouth  to  London,  to 
obtain  a  situation?  Today,  we  have  the 
sponsored  or  organised  charity  walks  from 
Land's  End  to  John  o'  Groats,  the  facili- 
ties, to  those  who  wish  it,  of  hitch  hiking, 
or  fares  paid  by  the  State.  But  can  you 
imagine  the  conditions,  trials  and  dangers 
facing  a  boy  who  undertook  this  250  years 
ago?  His  resolution,  fearlessness,  and 
integrity  could  not  be  doubted;  he  was  a 
Quaker  of  Quaker  stock,  and  his  name 
was  Cookworthy. 

Recently,  whilst  writing  articles  on 
pharmacy  history  in  the  South  West,  I 
have  been  drawn  many  times  by  references 
to  Cookworthy,  and  now  in  this  bicenten- 
ary year  of  the  United  States,  we  find  that 
Penn  of  Pennsylvania,  was  for  many  years, 
a  great  friend  of  Silvanus  Bevan  who  took 
this  youngster  Cookworthy  under  his  wing 
at  the  famous  Plough  Court  pharmacy 
founded  by  Silvanus  in  1715.  There  was 
then,  as  now,  immense  competition  with 
the  grocers  in  the  sale  of  drugs  and 
medicines  and  some  grocers  dispensed. 

This  did  not  deter  Bevan  from  branch- 
ing out  into  research  and  developing  a 
laboratory  for  manufacture  and  experi- 
ments, including  the  distillation  of  sea 
water.  It  is  undoubtedly  here  that  Cook- 
worthy developed  his  natural  interest  in 
research  and  discovery  which  led  him  to 
be  called  the  "Father  of  the  English 
china  clay  industry". 

Ktngsbridge  museum 

He  was  born  at  Kingsbridge  in  Devon 
and  eventually  was  educated  at  the 
Grammar  School  there.  This  now,  through 
the  generosity  of  the  china  clay  industry, 
has  been  converted  into  a  Cookworthy 
Museum,  but  unfortunately  from  our 
pharmacy  point  of  view,  his  connections 
with  pharmacy  have  not  been  brought  out. 

His  father,  a  well  respected  Quaker  and 
weaver  also  called  William,  had  died  leav- 
ing behind  six  children,  the  eldest  being 
our  William.  Double  tragedy  struck  in  the 
fact  that  his  mother,  Edith  Cookworthy,  like 
many  others  at  the  time,  had  been  a  victim 
of  the  "South  Sea  bubble"  disaster  and  was 
now  in  very  straitened  circumstances. 

It  was  the  natural  practice  of  Quakers, 
when  moving  around  the  country,  either  to 
stay  with  or  call  on  those  of  the  same 
religious  views — and  here  we  have  the 
chain,  of  coincidences  or  circumstances 
which  affected  the  life  of  Cookworthy. 

In  1720  Silvanus  Bevan,  whilst  on 
business  in  Devon  and  Cornwall,  learnt 
of  the  Cookworthy  family  plight  and  called 
on  them.  He  was  evidently  struck  by  the 
intelligence,  character  and  knowledge  of 


young  Cookworthy,  so  much  so  that  he 
offered  to  take  him  into  his  business.  It 
was  too  good  an  opportunity  to  be 
missed  and  hence  we  had  that  episode  in 
Cookworthy's  life  of  journeying  on  foot 
to  London.  Can  we  imagine  him  with  all 
his  possessions,  and  some  provisions  too, 
carried  in  a  large  'kerchief  as  was  wont  in 
those  days ;  perhaps  a  few  pence  and  his 
coat — his  only  coat  "for  Sunday  (or  rather 
as  they  called  it  First  Day)  wear  made  of 
camlet"?  It  is  not  recorded  how  long  the 
journey  took  or  whether  he  stopped  at  the 
homes  of  Quakers  on  the  way,  but  arrive 
he  did  at  Plough  Court. 

One  thing  is  clear,  although  he  is  called 
"Cookworthy  the  Apothecary"  he  was  not 
a  bound  apothecary  apprentice  to  Bevan, 
due,  no  doubt,  to  his  financial  position  in 
that  he  would  not  be  able  to  pay  the  high 
fees  necessary. 

With  encouragement  from  Bevan,  who 
was  an  exceedingly  good  master,  he 
studied  and  became  a  master  of  Greek, 
Latin  and  French,  as  well  as  acquiring 
great  knowledge  in  the  chemical,  phar- 
maceutical and  drug  world.  Silvanus  Bevan 
became  an  FRS,  a  great  distinction,  and 
eventually  practised  as  a  physician. 

Partnership 

Having  finished  his  years  of  education 
at  Plough  Court,  Cookworthy  returned  to 
Plymouth  where  he  set  up  as  a  wholesale 
chemist  and  druggist.  In  1735  Silvanus  and 
Timothy  Bevan  took  him  into  partnership 
under  the  name  of  Bevan  and  Cookworthy. 
This  continued  until  1746  when  the  Bevans 
withdrew ;  Cookworthy  was  then  joined 
by  his  brother  Philip,  and  the  name 
changed  to  Cookworthy  &  Co.  The  history 
of  this  business  continued  as  follows : 

□  1795.  Business  inherited  by  grandson 
Francis  Fox  who  took  into  partnership  his 
cousin's  husband  Benjamin  Balkwill. 

□  1812.  Francis  Fox  died. 

□  1820.  Balkwill  joined  by  his  son  Joseph 
who  in  1831  married  Ann  Payne  and  had 
six  children  between  1832  and  1843.  Joseph 
died  in  1844,  three  years  before  his  father. 

□  1847.  The  father  died  and  Ann,  a 
widow  for  30  years,  carried  on  the  business 
until  two  sons  Frederick  and  Alfred  came 
into  it.  It  was  during  this  period  that  the 
manufacture  of  arsenic  was  commenced. 

□  1874.  Ann  died,  a  year  after  Frederick 
had  left.  Alfred  now  in  sole  charge. 

□  1913.  Alfred  Balkwill  died,  leaving  a 
Mr  Hunt  who  had  joined  in  1908. 

□  A  Mr  Shelton  joined  as  partner. 

□  1926.  Mr  Hunt  retired.  A  company  was 
formed  with  Mr  and  Mrs  Shelton  as 
directors. 

□  1948.  Mr  Shelton  died  and  a  Mr 
Burrow,  who  had  been  with  the  firm  since 
1930,  became  a  director  with  Mrs  Shelton. 

□  1968.  Mrs  Shelton  died.  Mr  Burrow, 
with  his  wife  continued  as  directors. 

□  1974.  Mr  Burrow  retired  and  the 
business  closed. 

To  return  to  Cookworthy,  he  had  be- 
come a  national  figure  with  many  friends 
in  all  walks  of  life — Captain  Cook,  Sir 
Joseph  Banks,  Dr  Solander  and  Smeaton 
(who  built  a  light  house  on  the  treacherous 
Eddystone  rocks  12  miles  out  to  sea  from 
Plymouth).  Cookworthy  was  also  a  friend 
of  the  Earl  of  Mt  Edgecumbe  whose 
residence  in  Cornwall  was  just  across  from 
Plymouth  and  where  a  special  room  was 
reserved  for  him. 


One  night,  on  retiring  to  bed  in  his  usual 
room,  he  was  startled  to  hear  a  shrill 
female  voice  protesting  from  his  bed  "Oh! 
Mr  Cookworthy!  Mr  Cookworthy!"  He 
withdrew  and  spent  the  night  in  uncom- 
fortable surroundings.  Next  night,  having 
a  vague  memory  of  something  going  wrong 
the  previous  night,  he  retired  early.  It  was 
not  long  before  he  was  aroused  by  some- 
one entering  his  room.  Starting  up,  with 
a  night  cap  on  his  head,  he  met  the 
horrified  gaze  of  the  lady  of  the  night 
before.  "Ah!  Ha!"  he  chortled.  "Beaten 
you  to  it  this  time". 

Cookworthy  made  many  lourneys  into 
Cornwall  seeking  English  sources  of  the 
materials  used  by  the  Chinese  for  pottery 
making.  He  found  two  deposits  (more 
were  found  later)  of  half-decomposed 
kaolin  clay  and,  with  Lord  Camelford,  he 
took  out  a  patent  and  set  about  making 
china  at  Plymouth.  The  stories  of  his  many 
troubles  are  well  known,  even  to  the  burn- 
ing of  some  of  his  own  furniture  to  obtain 
the  necessary  high  heat,  but  he  did 
triumph.  He  was  the  first  Englishman  to 
make  the  hard  glazed  porcelain  china, 
a  secret  which  the  Chinese  had  held  for 
centuries.  After  meeting  financial  difficul- 
ties the  patents  were  acquired  by  a  Bristol 
firm.  Though  he  is  known  and  respected  as 
the  "father"  of  the  china  clay  industry, 
neither  he  nor  his  family  received  any 
financial  benefit. 

He  was  interred  in  the  Quaker  cemetery 
at  Plymouth  and  his  remains  were  rescued 
by  the  "Friends  of  Cookworthy  Associa- 
tion" just  as  bulldozers  were  waiting  to 
demolish  the  site  for  the  rebuilding  of 
Blitz-torn  Plymouth.  One  other  thing 
destroyed  in  the  Blitz  was  a  memorial 
window  to  Cookworthy  in  the  Plymouth 
Guildhall,  which  stated  "William  Cook- 
worthy, chemist  and  potter,  the  discoverer 
of  English  china  clay  and  the  first  maker 
in  England  of  true  porcelain." 


Stromeyer:  a 
bicentenary 

by  M.  Schofield,  MA,  BSc,  FRIC,  CChem 

The  considerable  applications  of  cadmium 
sulphide  in  paints,  pigments,  glasses  and 
enamels  bring  to  mind  how  this  yellow 
derivative  first  indicated  the  presence  of  a 
new  element  to  Frederich  Stromeyer,  born 
200  years  ago.  This  versatile  chemist 
studied  chemistry,  pharmacy  and  botany 
in  his  native  city  of  Gottingen,  then 
decided  to  further  his  practical  studies 
under  the  maestro  Vauquelin,  a  former 
apothecary's  apprentice  who  moved  to  the 
Paris  Ecole  Polytechnique  after  a  period 
in  Fourcroy's  laboratory.  Vauquelin,  as 
discoverer  of  beryllium  and  chromium  and 
research  worker  on  the  platinum  metals, 
was  an  ideal  mentor  for  the  Gottingen 
youth,  who  acquired  techniques  in  analy- 
sis which  led  to  his  work  on  cadmium. 

Back  in  Gottingen,  Stromeyer  was  pro- 
moted from  lecturer  to  professor  of  chem- 
istry in  the  medical  school  at  the  univer- 
sity, later  holding  an  additional  post  as 
inspector  of  all  apothecaries  of  Hanover. 
It  was  in  this  second  post  that  Stromeyer 

Continued  on  p848 
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Stromeyer  bicentenary 

Continued  from  p847 

first  came  into  contact  with  an  impure 
zinc  oxide,  labelled  as  such  in  the  local 
Pharmacopoeia,  yet  mainly  the  carbonate. 
But  further  investigation  revealed  some- 
thing more,  some  impurity  which  imparted 
a  yellow  to  orange  tint  to  the  zinc  com- 
pound when  it  was  heated  to  form  the 
oxide.  As  no  lead,  arsenic  or  iron  traces 
could  be  detected,  an  unknown  element 
was   held   responsible.   When  Stromeyer 


used  excess  ammonium  carbonate  solution 
to  dissolve  the  zinc,  an  insoluble  carbon- 
ate was  left,  this  being  calcined  and  re- 
duced by  heating  with  lampblack  yielded 
a  bluish  grey  metal  with  a  bright  lustre 
which  was  evidently  not  zinc  or  any 
known  metal. 

More  samples  of  impure  zinc  carbonate 
were  obtained  by  Stromeyer  from  several 
apothecaries,  some  samples  having  been 
condemned  when  a  yellow  precipitate  was 
noted  with  hydrogen  sulphide.  Other 
chemists,  including  W.  Meissner  of  Halle, 
had  noted  independently  that  some  new 


element  may  be  present  in  zinc  carbonate 
and  oxide  samples,  yet  Stromeyer  took 
full  credit  as  discoverer.  His  yellow  cad- 
mium sulphide  first  became  used  in  artists' 
colours  a  century  ago,  a  use  which  proved 
significant  because  cadmium  sulphide  is 
widely  adopted  in  pigments  obviously  un- 
affected by  traces  of  hydrogen  sulphide  in 
the  atmosphere. 

On  his  anniversary  Stromeyer  should 
also  be  remembered  as  first  major  user  of 
starch  as  reagent  for  iodine,  as  investiga- 
tor of  arsenic  hydride,  bismuth  derivatives 
and  aragonite  and  chemistry  texts  author. 


Century-old  door  discovered 


This  century-old  door  was  found  recently 
in  a  London  West-End  pharmacy  which 
was  being  renovated  after  a  fire  above 
the  premises.  The  door  was  behind  fittings 
in  the  shop  of  Meacher,  Higgins  & 
Thomas,  105a  Crawford  Street,  and 
appears  to  have  been  the  entrance  to  a 
warehouse. 

The  pharmacy  came  into  being  in  1815, 
it  is  believed.  The  current  proprietor,  Mr 
Ivor  Thomas,  who  has  worked  there  for 
40  years,  thinks  that  the  door  must  have 
been  blocked  up  when  the  ground  floor 
of  the  premises,  which  had  been  built  in 
the  early  years  of  last  century,  was  divided 
into  the  shop,  with  a  separate  entrance, 
and  the  entrance  hall  to  the  living 
premises  above.  Unfortunately  there  are 
no  records  of  when  that  division  occurred, 
and  the  only  clue  to  the  door's  age  is  a 
tiny  scrap  of  newspaper  which  fell  off  it — 
the  paper  was  dated  April  23,  1862. 

Long-forgotten  preparations 

The  preparations  listed  on  the  door 
would  also  be  of  value  for  dating  pur- 
poses, but  most  are  long-forgotten  prepa- 
rations. Hooper's  female  pills,  were 
patented  on  July  21,  1743,  and  a  Daffy's 
elixir  was  on  the  market  during  the  same 
period.  Various  lozenges  for  destroying 
worms  were  available  in  the  early  part 
of  the  19th  century.  Some  of  the  prepa- 
rations were  still  on  the  market  well  into 


the  20th  century,  such  as  Hunt's  pills  and 
Roche's  Embrocation. 

The  pharmacy's  exterior  has  hardly 
changed  for  the  past  100  years,  except  that 
windows  above  the  shop,  blocked  in  to 
avoid  the  window  tax,  have  been  re-opened 
during  the  renovation.  Being  on  a  corner, 
the  premises  has  one  almost  unique  feat- 
ure— an  original  street  lamp  which 
pre-date  municipal  lighting.  Mr  Thomas 
has  had  it  converted  to  electricity. 

The  scenes  which  took  place  under  that 
lamp  were  recalled  for  Mr  Thomas  by 
Mrs  Amy  Abbott-Carvill,  who  was  born 
in  1880  and,  as  daughter  of  one  of  the 

The  door  (right), 
with  its  still-legible 
writing,  and  the 
premises  in  which  it 
was  found.  It  was 
situated  behind 
fittings  in  an  alcove 
which  could  once 
have  been  the 
doorway  from  the 
shop  to  the  living 
accommodation 
above,  via  the  hall 
which  leads  off  the 
door  to  the  street  on 
the  far  left.  An 
unusual  feature  is 
the  lamp  on  the 
corner 


early  pharmacists,  Mr  Higgins,  lived  above 
the  shop  for  a  number  of  years.  Now 
living  in  Tasmania,  Australia,  she  wrote  to 
Mr  Thomas: 

"I  think  of  that  lamp  with  very  fond 
feelings.  Each  year,  two  weeks  before 
Christmas,  two  men  sat  under  it,  one  with 
a  harp  and  another  with  a  cornet,  and 
played  the  old  Christmas  carols.  So  that 
we  would  not  miss  them,  we  set  the 
alarm  clock  for  2.30  am  and  on  a  clear 
frosty  night  the  music  was  lovely.  The 
cornet  sounded  a  bit  shaky  sometimes;  we 
suspected  they  had  a  toddy  or  two  to 
help  them  keep  warm." 
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.aw  for  retailers 

Employment 
Protection 
Act  1975 

by  Nemean 

This  Act  is  the  second  stage  in  the  Govern- 
ment's programme  of  industrial  relations 
legislation,  the  first  stage  being  the  enact- 
ment of  the  Trade  Union  and  Labour 
Relations  Act  1974.  The  Employment  Pro- 
tection Act  amends  legislation  such  as  the 
Trade  Union  Labour  and  Relations  Act 
1974,  the  Redundancy  Payments  Act  1965, 
the  Contract  of  Employment  Act  1972,  and 
the  Health  and  Safety  at  Work  Act  1974. 
Detailed  explanations  of  these  changes 
will  be  described  in  later  articles. 

The  Employment  Protection  Act  has  two 
principal  objectives,  firstly  to  increase 
employees'  job  security,  by  establishing 
new  rights  for  employees,  for  example : 

□  Rights  to  guaranteed  wages. 

□  Paid  maternity  leave  and  subsequent 
reinstatement. 

□  Financial  protection  of  employees  in 
cases  of  company  liquidation. 

□  Right  to  remuneration  on  suspension 
on  medical  grounds. 

□  Consultation  of  trade  unions  or  con- 
sultative committee  prior  to  redundancies. 

□  Itemised  pay  statements. 

The  second  objective  is  to  strengthen 
collective  bargaining.  Procedures  are  laid 
down  for  union  recognition  and  the  Ad- 
visory Conciliation  and  Arbitration  Service 
is  given  a  statutory  basis.  Provision  is 
made  for  a  Central  Arbitration  Committee. 
There  are  many  provisions  included  in  the 
Act  affecting  almost  every  facet  of  employ- 
ment. Extra  terms  now  have  to  be  included 
in  contracts  of  employment  (see  sub- 
sequent article).  Itemised  pay  statements 
will  have  to  be  given  with  or  before  wages 
are  received,  and  these  statements  must 
include  information  such  as :  gross  and 
net  amount  of  wages;  amounts  of  variable 
and  fixed  deductions  and  their  purpose; 
and,  where  different  parts  of  net  amounts 
are  paid  in  different  ways,  the  method  and 
amount  of  payment  of  each  part. 

Dismissal 

Employees  are  entitled  to  longer  notice 
of  dismissal  such  as:  one  week's  notice 
acter  four  weeks'  service,  and  two  weeks' 
notice  after  two  years'  service,  plus  one 
additional  week's  notice  for  each  year  of 
service  up  to  a  maximum  of  12  years. 

Employees  who  have  contracted  to  work 
for  less  than  twelve  weeks  (such  as  locum 
pharmacists)  are  not  entitled  to  a  week's 
notice  unless  they  work  for  more  than 
twelve  weeks.  Also  an  employee  whose 

Nemean  is  a  pharmacist  with  legal 
qualifications  employed  in  a  consultative 
capacity  in  the  pharmaceutical  industry. 


employer  becomes  insolvent  will  be  paid 
money  owing  to  him  by  the  Department 
of  Employment  for  up  to  26  weeks. 

Any  employee  dismissed  is  entitled  to  a 
written  statement  of  reasons  for  dismissal 
as  long  as  they  ask  for  such  a  statement. 
This  is  important  now  as  it  may  herald 
a  claim  for  unfair  dismissal.  The  old 
restriction  applying  to  employers  of  less 
than  four  persons  has  now  been  removed 
so  pharmacists  will  have  to  be  more  care- 
ful of  what  they  say  in  such  a  statement. 
If  an  employee's  claim  for  unfair  dismissal 
is  upheld  by  an  industrial  tribunal,  the  re- 
instatement or  re-engagement  may  now 
be  ordered;  otherwise  a  financial  award 
may  be  made  consisting  of  a  basic  award 
equivalent  to  a  redundancy  payment  plus 
a  compensatory  award.  An  employee  under 
medical  suspension  is  entitled  to  normal 
wages  for  up  to  a  maximum  of  26  weeks. 

A  female  employee  cannot  be  dismissed 
solely  on  grounds  of  pregnancy;  if  she 
wishes  to  return  to  work  any  time  up  to 
29  weeks  after  the  baby  is  born,  then  she 
must  be  re-instated  if  she  so  desires.  From 


April  1977,  maternity  pay  may  be  awarded 
tc  women  during  their  first  six  weeks  of 
absence,  if  they  have  worked  for  two  years 
for  the  same  employer,  and  worked  up 
until  1 1  weeks  before  the  expected  birth. 

There  are  also  provisions  in  the  Act 
relating  to  redundancy  situations  and  the 
recognition  of  trade  unions  and  their 
activities.  Time  off  may  be  allowed  for : 

□  Officials  of  recognised  trade  unions  on 
trade  union  business. 

□  Justices  of  the  Peace  and  members  of 
other  public  bodies. 

□  Employees  about  to  be  made  redundant 
when  looking  for  work. 

There  are  no  exemptions  for  small  firms, 
or  employees  who  are  close  relatives, 
other  than  spouses. 

As  one  can  see,  this  is  a  very  important 
piece  of  legislation  covering  a  wide  field 
of  employment  protection  and  amending 
many  statutes  concerned  with  employ- 
ment. Although  the  Act  is  not  applicable 
to  Northern  Ireland,  there  are  equivalent 
legal  provisions  in  some  cases,  such  as 
redundancy. 
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Drug  company  letter  read 
out  in  Commons  debate 

A  letter  from  "a  Hitchin  pharmaceutical 
company"  was  read  out  by  Mr  Ian 
Stewart  during  a  Commons  debate  on 
Monday. 

Mr  Stewart  moved :  "That  this  house 
urges  the  Government  to  alleviate  the 
growing  burdens  imposed  on  businesses  by 
official  regulations  and  requirements."  The 
Hitchin  company's  letter  had  pointed  out 
problems  caused  by  the  Medicines  Act 
saying,  "no  distinction  is  made  between 
the  practices  of  'ethical'  pharmaceutical 
companies  and  proprietary  medicine  com- 
panies such  as  ours,  thus  we  have 
been  obliged  to  incur  capital  expenditure 
at  a  level  .  .  .  not  justified  by  strict 
necessity  or  by  the  market  price  of  our 
products  in  order  to  comply  with  the  pro- 
visions of  the  Acts  and  avoid  suspension 
of  our  DHSS  licences  which  would  auto- 
matically put  us  out  of  business." 

This  situation  could  be  "multiplied  many 
times  over,"  Mr  Stewart  added,  stressing 
the  extra  demands  placed  on  businesses  by 
multi  rate  VAT  and  asking  that  the  VAT 
ceiling  of  £5,000  be  raised.  The  motion 
was  talked  out  by  Mr  Gerald  Kaufman, 
Minister  for  Industry,  who  said  the 
Government  had  the  interests  of  small 
businesses  "very  much  at  heart". 

Why  the  Commission 
changed  its  mind 

Mr  Roland  Moyle,  Minister  for  Health, 
stated  in  a  Commons  written  answer  this 
week  that  the  main  reasons  advanced  by 
the  Medicines  Commission  in  support  of 
its  latest  advice  on  analgesics  sales  were 
that  analgesics  would  normally  be  avail- 
able only  in  child-resistant  packaging,  there 
were  no  grounds  for  believing  there  was  a 
correlation  between  the  method  of  sale  of 
a  medicine  and  its  role  in  accidental 
poisoning,  and  that  the  educational  effects 
of  a  ban  on  self-service  would  not  out- 
weigh the  resulting  social  disadvantages. 
He  was  replying  to  a  question  from  Mrs 
W.  Ewing,  MP,  who  had  asked  what 
reasons  the  Commission  had  given  for 
reversing  its  original  advice. 

No  extra  time  to  pay  VAT 

The  Government  would  not  be  justified  in 
extending  the  time  limits  for  payment  of 
VAT  for  small  firms  which  find  themselves 
in  arrears  due  to  bad  debts  and  cash  flow 
problems.  Mr  Robert  Sheldon,  Financial 
Secretary  to  the  Treasury,  told  Mr  Stephen 
Ross  in  a  written  answer.  Traders  were  not 
normally  required  to  make  payment  to 
Customs  and  Excise  until  an  average  of 
two-and-a-half  months  after  the  relevant 
supplies  had  been  made. 


Justify  drug  choice,  call 

Mrs  Millie  Miller  asked  the  Secretary  for 
Social  Services  whether  he  would  instruct 
general  practitioners  to  prescribe  to  NHS 
patients  products  in  the  British  Pharma- 
copoeia for  simple  drugs  and  to  justify 
their  use  of  a  particular  complex  product 
rather  than  its  less  expensive  competitor. 
Mr  Roland  Moyle,  Minister  for  Health, 
replied  that  prescribing  was  a  matter  for 
clinical  judgment  and  action  could  be 
taken  where  a  doctor's  prescribing  appeared 
unduly  excessive. 

Nl  Orders  amended 

A  reprint  of  the  Pharmacy  (Northern 
Ireland)  Order  1976  and  the  Poisons 
(Northern  Ireland)  Order  1976  is  un- 
necessary because  the  "explanatory  notes" 
which  had  been  judged  "misleading",  had 
been  amended  before  the  final  print.  That 
was  stated  by  Mr  Ray  Carter,  Under- 
secretary, Northern  Ireland  Office,  in  reply 
to  Mr  Graham  Page  who  suggested  that 
the  explanatory  notes  (described  as  mis- 
leading by  the  loint  Committee  on  Statu- 
tory Instruments)  might  be  replaced  by 
notes  which  did  not  state  that  amendments 
in  the  law  were  "minor",  since  some  were 
substantive. 

New  Patents  Bill 

A  Patents  Bill — establishing  new  laws 
applying  to  future  patents  and  applications 
for  patents,  amending  existing  patents  laws 
and  giving  effect  to  certain  international 
conventions — was  given  a  first  reading  in 
the  House  of  Lords  this  week. 


Overseas  news 

NZ  doctors  protest  on 
government  drugs  ban 

The  New  Zealand  Medical  Association 
is  concerned  at  not  being  consulted  over  a 
government  plan  to  restrict  the  sale  of 
most  barbiturate  drugs  to  hospital  phar- 
macies. The  Association's  chairman,  Dr 
W.  J.  Treadwell,  is  annoyed  that  doctors 
heard  of  the  proposals  from  pharmacists 
who  had  received  a  circular  giving  notice 
that  the  restriction  was  about  to  start. 
The  doctors  had  also  not  been  told  of  the 
government's  intention  to  remove  antihisti- 
mine  drugs  and  weight-reducing  prepara- 
tions from  the  free  list. 

More  cough-cold  drugs 
off  prescription  in  USA 

The  US  Food  and  Drugs  Administration 
has  accepted  a  recommendation  from  its 
cough-cold  OTC  review  panel  that  a  num- 
ber of  drugs,  previously  wholly  or 
partially  limited  to  prescription  use,  should 
be  available  off  prescription.  However,  the 
agency  has  reduced  the  number  of  drugs 
involved  from  ten  to  seven. 

The  products  that  FDA  believes  can  be 
used  safely  off  prescription  are :  brom- 
pheniramine, methoxyphenamine,  theo- 
phylline, oxymetazoline,  xylometazoline 
and,  in  higher  doses  than  previously 
allowed,  chlorpheniramine  and  pseudo- 
ephedrine.    The    panel's  recommendation 


had  also  included  diphenhydramine,  doxyl- 
amine  and  promethazine. 

During  its  3|  years  of  work,  the  panel 
found  44  ingredients  of  such  preparations 
safe  and  effective,  60  ingredients  they  con- 
sidered required  further  study  and  15 
ingredients  lacked  evidence  of  safety  or 
effectiveness.  Every  labelling  claim  was 
considered  and  claims  such  as  "gets  to 
the  root  of",  "travels  through  the  blood- 
stream", "acts  internally"  were  rated  as 
misleading  or  ambiguous  and  therefore 
unacceptable.  An  estimated  35,000  to 
50,000  products  are  available  for  treat- 
ment of  colds  and  allergies,  and  retail 
sales  for  cough/cold  non-prescription 
medicines  were  over  $735m  in  the  USA  in 
1975,  according  to  the  US  Proprietary 
Association. 

Kenya  to  promote 
pyrethrum  sales 

Although  a  record  15,035  tonnes  of  dried 
pyrethrum  flowers  were  delivered  to  the 
Pyrethrum  Board  of  Kenya  in  the  12 
months  ended  September  1975  as  compared 
with  13,722  tonnes  in  1973-74,  sale  pro- 
ceeds in  1974-75  fell  by  six  per  cent  to 
K£5  59m  against  the  previous  year's  fig- 
ure of  K£5-93m.  In  its  annual  report,  the 
Pyrethrum  Board  attributes  the  decline  in 
sales  performance  to  the  depressed  world 
markets  and  has  announced  that  it  has 
embarked  on  an  aggressive  sales  promo- 
tion exercise  to  enhance  revenue.  In  aiming 
to  keep  the  industry  up  to  date  the  Board 
is  also  proposing  a  refinery  processing 
plant,  which  will  enable  Kenya  to  sell 
processed,  rather  than  crude  pyrethrum 
extracts,  thereby  earning  more  foreign  ex- 
change. 

The  record  production  coupled  with  the 
decline  in  sales  has  resulted  in  a  rise  in 
the  tonnage  of  pyrethrum  stocks  and  con- 
sequently no  furthsr  acreage  expansion 
will  be  encouraged  in  the  foreseeable 
future.  Production  quotas  for  1975-76  will 
be  adjusted  in  line  with  current  sales  pros- 
pects, particularly  to  the  US  and  Europe, 
the  two  main  insecticide  buyers,  whose 
purchases  have  fallen  off  during  the  recent 
recession. 

Product  registration 
in  EFTA  countries 

A  study  group  set  up  by  the  member 
countries  of  the  European  Free  Trade 
Association  to  examine  the  difficulties 
caused  by  differing  national  procedures  for 
the  registration  of  pharmaceutical  products 
has  completed  a  first  draft  for  the  form 
and  content  of  a  "report  on  evaluation  of 
pharmaceutical  products".  The  report 
would  be  drawn  up  by  a  pharmaceutical 
registration  authority  and  contain  basic 
data  about  the  product  together  with  an 
evaluation  of  all  relevant  documentation 
— chemical,  pharmaceutical,  pharmacologi- 
cal, toxicological  and  clinical.  Such  a 
document  would  avoid  duplication  and 
save  time  in  applications  for  registration 
in  different  countries. 

The  study  group  has  also  completed  an 
up-to-date  version  of  a  comparison,  last 
compiled  in  1972,  of  legislation  on  the 
registration  of  pharmaceutical  products  in 
the  EFTA  countries  with  the  EEC  direc- 
tives relating  to  registration. 


German  ruling  on  Librium 
and  Valium  repealed 

Last  week  the  German  Federal  Supreme 
Court  in  Karlsruhe  repealed  the  decision 
of  the  Superior  Court  of  Justice  of  Jan- 
uary 5,  1976,  which  called  for  a  reduction 
of  28  per  cent  in  the  prices  in  Germany 
of  Librium  and  Valium  produced  by 
Hoffman  La  Roche.  The  case  has  been 
referred  back  to  the  Superior  Court  of 
Justice  for  a  fresh  objective  judgment. 

The  reasons  for  the  Supreme  Court's 
decision  have  not  yet  been  made  available, 
but  it  can  be  concluded  from  the  state- 
ment issued  that  the  court  considered  the 
evidence  for  the  allegation  of  excessively 
high  prices  to  be  insufficient.  A  spokesman 
for  Roche  said  that  the  company  welcomes 
the  decision  and  awaits  the  newly 
initiated  proceedings  with  confidence. 

Wilkinson  Match  profits 
are  growing 

Turnover  of  Wilkinson  Match  in  the  half 
year  to  September  30  at  £94m  was  30  per 
cent  above  the  same  period  of  1975,  and 
the  pre-tax  profit  was  up  25  per  cent  at 
£6m.  The  UK  contribution  to  turnover 
was  £32  3m  (£28  4m  in  same  period  of 
1975)  and  to  profit  £3  3m  (£2  6m).  The 
directors  anticipate  that  progress  will  con- 
tinue through  the  second  half  of  the  year. 

Benefit  is  now  being  derived  from  the 
regional  reorganisation  carried  out  during 
the  year  in  the  consumer  product  sector. 
Problems  have  been  experienced  in  Brazil 
and  with  the  launch  of  a  new  razor  in  the 
USA,  resulting  in  reduced  profits  from  the 
western  hemisphere  in  spite  of  increased 
sales. 

Briefly 

Cliro  Perfumeries  Ltd  have  moved  to  26 
Nottingham  Place,  London  W1M  3FB 
(telephone  01-486  4989). 

Appointments 

Autopack  Ltd:  Mr  D.  G.  Gray  has  been 
appointed  sales  director.  He  joined  the 
company  as  a  design  engineer  in  1960,  and 
was  responsible  for  packaging  installations 
for  food  and  pharmaceutical  organisations 
in  many  parts  of  the  world. 
Kodak  Ltd:  Mr  Bob  Woods  has  been  ap- 
pointed dealer  sales  representative  for 
south,  south-east  and  parts  of  south-west 
London.  He  has  been  with  the  company 
for  two  years  and  succeeds  Mr  Stuart 
Gibbons  who  has  taken  up  a  new  appoint- 
ment outside  the  industry. 
ICI  Agricultural  Division:  Mr  J.  F. 
Matthews,  currently  manager  of  the  in- 
dustrial products  department,  is  to  become 


protein  business  area  manager  in  succes- 
sion to  Mr  A.  E.  Rout  with  effect  from 
January  1.  The  new  manager  of  the 
industrial  products  department  will  be  Dr 
K.  Coatsworth,  who  has  been  purchasing 
and  supply  manager  since  1973. 
Eli  Lilly  &  Co:  Mr  Richard  F.  Wojcik  has 
been  appointed  pharmaceutical  marketing 
director  for  UK  operations.  He  was 
formerly  director  of  sales  for  the  eastern 
region  of  the  USA.  Dr  Glenn  F.  Kiplinger, 
vice-president  of  Lilly  Research  Labora- 
tories, succeeds  Dr  Ian  Shedden  at  the 
Lilly  Research  Centre  Ltd  at  Erl  Wood, 
Surrey. 

Wellcome  Foundation  Ltd:  Dr  Trevor  M. 
Jones,  BPharm,  PhD,  MPS,  has  been 
appointed  head  of  technical  development 
at  the  laboratories  in  the  UK,  North 
Carolina,  Australia  and  Italy.  He  was 
formerly  a  lecturer  in  pharmaceutics  at 
Nottingham  University  and  afterwards 
joined  The  Boots  Co  Ltd  as  head  of  tablet 
and  capsule  development,  becoming  head 
of  their  pharmaceutical  development  labor- 
atories in  1974. 
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Hosiery  standards 

In  their  two  articles  Biggs  and  his  co- 
authors' 2  reviewed  many  of  the  reasons 
why  the  Department  of  Health  is  reluc- 
tant to  include  certain  constructions  of 
hosiery  in  the  Drug  Tariff.  Perhaps  these 
authors  should  not  be  quite  so  eager  to 
exonerate  the  Department  from  its 
responsibility  in  this  matter.  The  Depart- 
ment is  responsible  for  this  Tariff  and  it 
includes  garments  described  as  elastic 
hosiery ;  the  same  body  should  require 
standards  of  compression  from  all  gar- 
ments whether  they  are  on  this  Tariff  or 
are  candidates  for  inclusion  in  the  Tariff. 

The  immediate  publication  of  these 
standards  would  be  difficult  because  few 
studies  have  been  undertaken  in  which 
compression  has  been  measured  directly 
whilst  the  hosiery  is  being  worn  on  the 
leg' 1  and  there  are  no  reports  in  which 
indirect  methods  of  measurement  have 
been  compared.  However,  it  also  follows 
that  Biggs  et  al  cannot  substantiate  their 
comment  that  "there  are  doubts  that  the 


Shopfitting 


Storeplan  dispensaries 

Recognising  that  dispensaries  are  of  neces- 
sity compact,  with  everything  within  reach 
to  create  efficient  working  conditions 
Storeplan  Ltd,  48  Towerfield  Road,  Shoe- 
buryness,  Essex  SS3  9QT,  aim  to  create 
a  "custom  built"  dispensary  from  standard 
components.  Bench  framework  is  con- 
structed so  that  drawers  or  shelving  can 
be  introduced  according  to  requirement; 
shelves  can  be  binned  to  take  bottle  tops; 
seamless  post  formed  dispensary  tops  pro- 


elastane-based  support  tights  give  as  good 
compression  as  the  rubber  basis  of  elastic 
yarn". 

The  same  comment  deflects  attention 
from  another  important  feature  of  a  gar- 
ment— its  construction.  Neither  rubber  nor 
elastane  fibres  can  compensate  adequately 
for  poor  construction.  A  straight  tube  of 
hosiery  will  provide  inappropriate  sup- 
porting pressure,  regardless  of  the  fibre 
from  which  it  is  constructed.  Yet  the  TarilT 
does  not  seek  to  apply  standards  for  com- 
pression either  for  different  constructions 
or  in  the  quality  control  of  a  particular 
garment. 

In  fact  the  position  is  already  very  much 
better  than  Biggs  et  al  suggest  so  far  as 
same  elastane  hosiery  is  concerned.  Elas- 
tane tights  and  stockings  have  been  shown 
to  provide  worthwhile  control  of  the  dis- 
tension of  varicose  veins3  5  and  direct 
measurement  of  compression  do,  in  this 
case,  agree  closely  with  the  values  for 
compression  based  on  indirect  measure- 
ments which  are  quoted  by  the  manufac- 
turers. Standards  are  already  being  applied 
by  other  EEC  countries. 

The  customer  has  a  right  to  expect  the 
application  of  standards  whether  the 
hosiery  is  supplied  on  prescription  or  by 
private  purchase.  Present  confusion  in  this 
market  allows  descriptions  such  as  "sup- 
port", "compression"  and  "comfort"  to  be 
used  without  further  qualification.  The 
pharmaceutical  trade  will  wish  to  encour- 
age a  code  of  practice  which  protects  its 
manufacturers  by  allowing  pharmacist  and 


vide  hygienic  work  surfaces.  They  are 
contoured  to  provide  a  lipped  edged  and 
back  riser. 

To  aid  the  visual  identification  of  stock, 
the  dispensary  unit  incorporate  a  step-up 
arrangement  providing  two  levels  of  dis- 
play on  each  shelf.  Storeplan  say  that  the 
ideal  dispensary  should  have  a  raised 
floor  and  a  properly  positioned  hatch  way, 
to  give  dispensary  staff  clear  vision  over 
the  prescription  counter  and  the  remainder 
of  the  shop.  By  forming  the  dispensary 
wall  from  a  partition  unit  with  merchan- 
dise display  on  the  shop  side  and  a 
workbench  on  the  other,  those  features 
have  been  provided  at  the  new  Underwood 
store  in  London's  Queensway  and  at  R.  J. 
Dawe  at  Uxbridge. 
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customer  alike  to  distinguish  reliably 
between  the  soundly  constructed  though 
expensive  garment  and  the  cheap  alterna- 
tive which  provides  no  support  yet  hides 
behind  the  same  description. 

P.  H.  Fentem 

Professor  of  Physiology 
Marilyn  Goddard 

Research  assistant 
Nottingham  University  Hospital 
and  Medical  School 
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Factual  form  filling 

The  front  of  an  FP10  often  gives  us  much 
food  for  thought,  but  the  reverse  can: 
sometimes  offer  a  little  light  relief.  Here  is 
a  dear  old  "senior  citizen's"  interpretation 
— a  decisive  short  cut  through  the  forest 
of  bureaucracy. 

A.  E.  Boon 

Wigan 

Mr  Boon  enclosed  a  copy  of  the  form. 
Where  the  patient  is  asked  to  "tick  one 
circle"  to  indicate  whether  she  is  the 
patient,  parent,  representative,  etc,  the 
lady  confides  by  signing  her  name  against 
"AND  THAT  I  AM".  If  only  tax  forms 
offered  a  similar  short  cut  .  .  .  Editor. 


New  Geller  cash  register  range 

A  new  generation  of  cash  registers  from 
Geller  Business  Equipment  Ltd,  15  Percy 
Street,  Tottenham  Court  Road,  London 
Wl,  comprises  a  range  for  every  type  of 
business  from  the  one-man  shop  to  the 
department  store.  Models,  from  £359, 
provide  itemised  receipts  with  all  details 
clearly  shown  for  customers,  and  effective 
supervision  by  prominent  display  of  all 
transactions  in  the  illuminated  indication. 
Where  required,  automatic  tax  computing 
with  varying  rate  of  VAT  is  added,  whilst 
some  models  can  retain  up  to  50  totals, 
and  are  price  programmable.  All  products 
are  automatically  covered  by  a  compre- 
hensive guarantee  which  includes  free 
service. 


The  dispensary  hatch  at  R.  J.  Dawe,  Uxbridge,  provides  a  clear 
view  over  the  whole  shop. 
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Market 
News 


Honey  scarce  and  dear 

London,  December  21:  When  the  Austra- 
lian Government  announced  a  17J  per 
cent  devaluation  of  the  Australian  dollar 
it  was  a  natural  reaction  to  expect 
Australian  honey  to  be  quoted  lower  for 
shipment.  But  in  the  present  financial 
climate  things  do  not  always  turn  out 
as  expected.  On  the  day  of  devaluation 
shippers  announced  a  corresponding 
increase  in  price  so  that  they  lost  nothing 
in  foreign  exchange.  Since  then  there 
have  been  two  revaluations  which  have 
brought  the  net  devaluation  figure  to 
around  14  per  cent.  However,  it  seems 
most  of  the  price  juggling  must  prove 
theoretical  since  there  are  no  unsold 
stocks  of  honey  in  Australia  to  ship. 
Australia  is  not  alone  among  the  major 
honey  producers  to  announce  a  "famine". 
Mexico  should  have  supplies  of  new  crop 
in  January  but  they  refuse  to  talk  prices 
yet.  Canadian  honey  is  valued  at  the  high 
rate  of  £800  metric  ton  and  Argentinian 
around  £650. 

Elsewhere  in  crude  drugs  Alexandria 
senna  pods  are  holding  their  prices  with 
the  exception  of  manufacturing  grade. 
The  fall  in  sterling  following  the  "mini- 
budget"  caused  a  rise  in  several 
American  botanicals. 

Review  of  the  year 

All  dealers  in  the  commodities  that 
Market  News  covers  will  be  hoping  for 
more  settled  conditions  in  1977  than 
existed  in  the  year  just  ending. 

Although  1976  began  well,  with  infla- 
tion apparently  being  mastered  and 
interest  rates  falling  to  a  level  not  seen 
for  several  years,  business  was  at  an 
unexpectedly  high  level  in  some  sectors. 

Crude  drugs  began  falling  in  price 
from  their  1975  peak,  stocks  of  most 
pharmaceutical  chemicals  were  reason- 
ably plentiful — paracetamol  was  an 
exception.  Then  in  mid-March  came  the 
slide  in  sterling.  At  first  the  event  was 
nailed  as  an  opportunity  for  the  country's 
exports  to  become  more  competitive  and 
me  Government  was  believed  to  condone 
it.  But  as  the  fall  continued  week  by 
week  it  became  apparent  that  there  was 
another  side  to  the  coin,  namely  imports, 
and  that  they  were  going  to  cost  much 
more.  There  was  the  occasional  pause 
in  the  run  on  the  pound  but  no  real 
respite  until  mid-December  when  nego- 
tiations began  with  the  IMF  for  a  huge 
loan.  By  that  time  practically  all  crude 
drugs  and  essentia!  oils  touched  record 
price  levels  and,  of  course,  pharma- 
ceutical chemicals  were  affected  because 
many  are  imported  either  complete  or  as 
the  raw  material. 

Among  spices,  pepper,  not  for  the  first 
time,  proved  to  be  a  popular  market  for 
speculators,  sending  prices  up  to  record 


heights.  Ginger  from  all  sources  was 
difficult  to  get  most  of  the  time. 

Essential  oils  owed  their  firm  tone  to 
the  weakness  of  the  £.  British  distil- 
lers were  unwilling  to  pay  the  inflated 
costs  of  some  of  the  raw  materials  and, 
for  the  time  being,  have  curtailed  some 
of  their  operations.  An  outstanding  event 
took  place  in  September  when  Brazilian 
peppermint  rates  achieved  parity  with 
Chinese  oil.  A  similar  position  obtained 
with  menthol  but  there  was  an  easing  in 
the  Brazilian  commodities  towards  the 
close  of  the  year. 

Pharmaceutical  chemicals 


Aloin:  50-kg  lots  £17.00  kg. 

Aluminium  chloride:  Pure,  50-kg  lots  £0.8578  kg. 
Bromides:  Crystals  £  per  metric  ton  


Under  50  kg 
Ammonium  1,090 
Potassium*  1,010 
Sodium  990 

50  kg 
932 
853 
839 

1 ,000  kg 
874 
816 
802 

*  Powder  plus  £43  kg 
Calamine:  BP  £621  per  1,000  kg. 
Iodine:  Resublimed  £4.90  kg  in  250-kg  lots. 
Iodides:  £  per  kg: 

Under  50-kg 
Potassium*  3.61 
Sodium  4.71 

50-kg 
3.48 
4.59 

250-kg 
3.46 

*  For  crystals  and  granules. 

Iron  and  ammonium  citrate:  Granular  £903;  scales 
£990  metric  ton. 

Kaolin:   BP  natural   £109.90  per  1,000  kg;  light 
£114.90  ex-works  in  minimum  10-ton  lots. 
Magnesium  carbonate:  BP  per  metric  ton — heavy 
£550-£570;   light  £390. 

Magnesium  oxide:  BP  per  metric  ton — heavy 
£1,430;   light  £1,070. 

Mercurials:  Per  kg  in  50-kg  lots;  ammoniated 
£5.70;  oxides — red  £6.75  and  yellow  £6.50;  per- 
chloride  £4.70;  subchloride  £6.00;  iodine  £6.20  in 
25-kg  lots. 

Mersalyl:  Acid  £22.85  kg  in  10-kg  lots. 
Premium  for  powder  £11.00. 

Metol:  Photo  grade  per  kg,  50-kg  lots  £5.64; 
250-kg  £5.46. 

Phthalylsulphathiazole:  50-kg  lots  £1.60  kg. 
Succlnylsulphathiazole:  £4.87  kg  (50-kg  lots). 
Sulphacetamide  sodium:  BP  £6.51  kg  for  50-kg. 
Sulphamethizole:  £6.71  kg  in  1,000-kg  lots. 
Sulphaquinoxaline:  BVetC  in  50-kg  drums  £8.05 
kg;  sodium  salt  £9.10. 


Crude  drugs 

Agar:  Spanish-Portuguese  £5.30  kg  spot. 

Aloes:  Cape  £1.34  kg  spot;  £1.29,  cif.  Curacao 

spot  nominal;  shipments  £1.85,  cif. 

Balsams:  (kg)  Canada:  £12.30  spot;  £12.10,  cif. 

for  shipment.  Copaiba:  BPC  £1,95  on  the  spot; 

£1.85,    cif.    Peru:    Spot   £6.60;    £6.50,    cif.  Tolu: 

£3.80  spot. 

Belladonna:    (metric   ton)    Leaves   £1,650  spot; 
£1,600,  cif.  Herb  no  offers.  Root  £1,400. 
Benzoin:    BP    E88.00-E89.00    cwt    spot;  £87.00- 
£88.00,  cif. 

Buchu:  Rounds  £2.30  kg  spot;  £2.20,  cif. 
Camphor:  Natural  powder,   £4.90  kg,  spot.  Syn- 
thetic £0.80. 

Cardamoms:    (per   lb,    cif)    Alleppy  green   no  1 
£6.50;  prime  seeds  £7.00. 
Cascara:  £940  metric  ton  spot;  £930,  cif. 
Cherry  bark:  Spot  £820  metric  ton;  £810,  cif. 
Chillies:  Chinese  Sulkein  £1,500  metric  ton.  West 
African  extraction  quality  £1,175,  cif,  December- 
January. 

Cinnamon:  (cif)  Seychelles  bark  £420  ton.  Ceylon 
quills  4  O's  £0.66  lb. 
Cloves:  Madagascar  £4,300  per  ton,  cif. 
Cochineal:  Peruvian  silver-grey  £14.50  kg,  spot; 
£14.10,  cif.  Tenerife  black  £21.00,  cif. 
Dandelion:  New  crop  for  shipment  £1.17  kg,  cif. 
Ergot:  Portuguese-Spanish  £1.80  kg  spot;  £1.40, 
cif. 

Gentian:  Root  £1.48  kg  spot;  £1.45,  cif. 
Ginger:  (ton,  cif)  Cochin  £975.  Jamaican  (spot) 
£1,200.   Nigerian  split  £740  spot;  shipment  nomi- 
nal; peeled  no  offers.. 

Henbane:  Niger  £1,100  metric  ton  spot;  £1,020, 
cif. 

Hydrastis:  (kg)  £10.00  spot;  £9.90,  cif. 
Ipecacuanha:  (kg)  Costa  Rica  £4.15  spot;  £4.05, 
cif. 

Jalap:  Mexican  whole  tubers  basis  15  per  cent, 
£1.90  kg,  cif. 

Kola  nuts:  Spot  £240  metric  ton;  £220,  cif. 
Lanolin:  BP  in  1-metric-ton  lots  £0.92  per  kg. 
Lemon  peel:  Unextracted  £1,850  metric  ton  spot; 
shipment  £1,800,  cif. 

Liquorice    root:    Chinese   £400    metric    ton,  cif. 
Russian  £400,  cif.  Block  juice  £147  per  100  kg. 
Lobelia:  American  £1,010  metric  ton  spot;  £980, 
cif.  Dutch  £950;  £940,  cif. 

Lycopodium:  Russian  £5.20  kg,  cif.  Indian  £4.50 
spot. 

Mace:  Grenada  unsorted  £2,070  ton,  fob. 
Menthol:    (kg)    Brazilian    £10.60    spot    and  cif. 
Chinese  £11.00  in  bond;  £10.85,  cif. 
Nutmeg:  (per  ton,  fob)  West  Indian  80's  £1,520, 
unsorted  £1,355;  defectives  £1,160  (nominal). 


Nux  Vomica:  £210  metric  ton  spot. 

Pepper:  (ton)  Sarawak  black  £1,355  spot;  £1,260, 

cif.    White    £1,480    spot;    shipment    £1,360,  cif. 

Brazilian  black  grade  one  £1,310,  cif. 

Pimento:  Jamaican  £1,380  ton,  cif. 

Podophyllum:  Root  £850  metric  ton,  cif,  nominal. 

Quillaia:  Spot  £1.15  kg;  £0.95,  cif. 

Rhubarb:  Chinese  rounds  60  per  cent  pinky  £4.00 

kg,  cif. 

Saffron:  nominal. 

Sarsaparilla:  Shipment  £1,700  metric  ton,  cif. 
Seeds:  (metric  ton,  cif)  Anise:  China  star 
forward  £620.  Caraway:  Dutch  £900.  Celery: 
Indian  £530.  Coriander:  Moroccan  nominal;  Indian 
£690.  Cumin:  Egyptian  £570;  Iranian  £590.  Dill: 
Indian  £265.  Fennel:  Indian  £470;  Egyptian 
£235.  Fenugreek:  £145. 

Senega:  (kg)  Canadian  £14.20  spot;  £14.00,  cif. 
Senna:    (kg)    Alexandria   pods,    hp,  E1.40-E1.70, 
manufacturing,  £0.78.  Tinnevelly  leaves  faq  No  3, 
£0.28,  faq  pods  £0.27,  hp  £0.39. 
Styrax:  £4.60  spot;  £4.00,  cif  nominal. 
Tonquin  beans:  Spot  £1.55  kg;  shipment  £1.50, 
cif  (Angostura  type). 
Turmeric:  Madras  finger  £380  ton,  cif. 
Valerian:  Indian  root  £950  metric  ton  spot;  ship- 
ment £920,  cif. 

Witchhazel  leaves:  Spot  £3.60  kg;  £3.50,  cif. 

Essential  and  expressed  oils 

Almond:  Sweet  in  drum  lots  £1.25  kg  duty  paid. 

Anise:  (kg)  £18.00  spot  and  cif. 

Bois  de  rose:  (kg)  No  spot;  shipment  £7.50,  cif. 

Buchu:  South  African  £155  per  kg  spot  nominal. 

English-distilled  £300  nominal. 

Camphor  white:  £0.90  kg  spot  and  cif. 

Caraway:  Imported  £19.00  kg;  English  no  supplies. 

Cardamom:  English-distilled  £225-£250  kg  nominal. 

Cassia:  Chinese  February  shipment  £67.00  kg,  cif. 

Cedarwood:  Chinese  £1.20  kg  spot  and  cif. 

Celery:  English  £40.00  kg. 

Citronella:    Ceylon    £1.40    kg    spot;    £1.37,  cif. 

Chinese  £2.15  kg  spot;  £2.25,  cif. 

Clove:  Indonesian  leaf,  £2.35  kg  spot;  shipment 

£2.50,    cif.     English-distilled    bud    £40.00  spot 

nominal. 

Coriander:  Imported  Russian  £19.00  kg  spot. 

Fennel:  Spanish  sweet  £11.00  kg  spot. 

Geranium:  Bourbon  £36.15  kg,  cif. 

Lavender  spike:  £11.00  to  £14.50  kg  as  to  quality. 

Lemon:  Sicilian  best  grades  about  £11.50  kg. 

Palmarosa:  No  spot;  £7.40  kg,  cif,  nominal. 

Patchouli:  £8.50  kg  spot;  £8.00,  cif. 

Pennyroyal:  £11.14  kg  fob  origin. 

Pepper:  English-distilled  ex-black  £90.00  kg. 

Peppermint:  (kg)  Arvensis — Brazilian  £5.50  spot; 

£5.40,     cif.     Chinese    £5.50    spot;     £5.30,  cif. 

Piperata,  American  Far  West  about  £24.00,  cif. 

Petitgrain:  £5.70  kg  spot;  forward  £5.50,  cif. 

Rosemary:  £6.00  kg  spot. 

Sage:  Spanish  £11.50-£12.50  kg  spot. 

Sandalwood:  Mysore  £70.00  kg  spot. 

Sassafras:  Chinese  £2.28  kg,  cif.  Brazilian  £2.20 

kg  spot  and  cif. 

Spearmint:  (kg)  American  Far  West  £18.50. 
Chinese  afloat  £12.50,  shipment  £11.70,  cif.  Jan- 
Feb  shipment. 

The  prices  given  are  those  obtained  by  Importers 
or  manufacturers  for  bulk  quantities  and  do  not 
Include  value  added  tax.  They  represent  the  last 
quoted  or  accepted  prices  as  we  go  to  press. 


Coming  events 

Tuesday,  January  4 

Chelmsford  Branch,  Pharmaceutical  Society, 

Broomfield  Hospital,  Chelmsford,  at  7.30  pm. 
"Cooking  at  table" — with  "tasters". 

Wednesday,  January  5 

Medway  Branch,  Pharmaceutical  Society, 

Northwest  Kent  postgraduate  centre,  Joyce  Green 
Hospital  Dartford,  at  7.30  pm.  Dr  P.  J.  Watkins 
(consultant  in  general  and  diabetic  medicine, 
King's  College  Hospital)  on  "Diabetes"  (first  of 
three  lectures). 

Thursday,  January  6 

Huddersfield  Branch,  Pharmaceutical  Society, 

Spotted  Cow  Hotel,  New  Hey  Road,  Salendine 
Nook,  Huddersfield,  at  8  pm.  Mr  T.  W.  Brown 
on  "Holidays  and  wines". 
Manchester  Jewish  Pharmacists  Association, 
Hilton  Suite,  Bury  New  Road,  Prestwich, 
Manchester,  at  8.30  pm.  Speaker  Cyril  Smith,  MP. 
Thames  Valley  Pharmacists  Association,  Winthrop 
House,  Surbiton,  at  8  pm.  Mr  G.  E.  Joss  on  "The 
Galapagos  Islands". 

West  Metropolitan  Branch,  Pharmaceutical  Society, 

King  Edward  Memorial  Hospital,  Ealing,  at 
7.30  pm.  St.  John's  Ambulance  Brigade  speakers 
on  "First  aid"  (first  of  six  consecutive  weeks). 
Applications  to  division  for  graduate  education, 
Pharmacy  department,  Chelsea  College,  Manresa 
Road,  SW3  6LX. 
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NEWBALL  &  MASON  LTD. 

Established  in  1850 

SPICES  AND  CULINARY  HERBS  IN  EVERY  VARIETY 
FLAVOURING  ESSENCES  AND  FOOD  COLOURS 

The  Famous 

EXTRACT  OF  HERBS.  LEMONINE.  GINGER. 
SARSAPARILLA.  DANDELION  &  BURDOCK 

For  Herb  Beers 

Attractively  packed  with  pharmacy  in  mind,  and  a'so 
available  in  bulk 

Detailed  price  list  and  bonus  terms  from 
Dormston  Trading  Estate,  Burton  Road,  Dudley, 
West  Midlands.  DY1  2BR.    Tel.  No.  Sedgiey  2537 


A.  NELSON  &  COMPANY  LIMITED 
73  DUKE  STREET,  LONDON,  W1  M  6BY 

HOMOEOPATHIC  PHARMACY 

Tel.:  01-629  3118  &  3119 
Telex:  Hahnemanelson  Westcham  Ldn-268312 

Full  range  of  Medicines  and  Books  always  available. 
Answering  service  available  when  Pharmacy  is  closed. 


ORALGER 


pellets  :  MOUTH  ULCERS 

RETAIL  PRICE  30p.  TRADE  PRICE  £2.25  per  dozan 
Available  from  your  local  wholesaler  and  from  Vestrlc  Ltd. 
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Advisements 


Post  to  Classified  Advertisements,  Chemist  &  Drug- 
gist, 25  New  Street  Square,  London  EC4A  3JA. 
Telephone  01353  3212. 

Publication  date  Every  Saturday. 

Headings  All  advertisements  appear  under  appro- 
priate headings. 

Screen  100. 


Display/Semi  Display  £5-00  per  single  column 
centimetre,  min  25mm.  Column  width  42mm. 

Whole  page  £350  (254mm  x  178mm). 

Half  page  £200  (125mm  x  178mm). 

Quarter  page  £110  (125mm  x  86mm). 

Lineage  £1-00  per  line,  minimum  5  lines  @  £5-00. 

Box  numbers  £0-50  extra. 

Series  Discounts  5%  on  3  insertions  or  over.  10% 
on  7  insertions  or  over.  1 5%  on  1 3  insertions  or  over. 

Copy  date  4  pm  Tuesday  prior  to  publication  date. 
Advertisements  should  be  prepaid. 

Circulation  ABC  January/December  1975:  14,722 


Miscellaneous  Wanted 


For  Sale 


SHOP  FASCIA  SIGNS,  PROJECTING 
SIGNS  AND  SIGNS  of  every  descrip- 
tion are  designed,  manufactured  and 
installed  by  PETER  COWLING  SIGNS. 
Our  COMPLETE  SERVICE  offers  low 
cost,  top  quality  signs  of  every  type, 
plus  FREE  quotations  and  payment 
terms  if  needed.  If  you  want  a  sign 
NOW,  then  give  us  a  call,  and,  if 
you  quote  this  ad  when  you  ring, 
you  could  get  a  pleasant  surprise 
So  telephone  us  now  on  01-670  7411. 


WE  WILL  PURCHASE  for  cash  a 
complete  stock  of  a  redundant  line, 
including  finished  or  partly  finished 
goods,  packaging,  raw  materials, 
etc.  No  quantity  too  large.  Our  rep- 
resentative will  call  anywhere.  Write 
or  telephone  Lawrence  Edwards  & 
Co.  Ltd.,  6/7  Wellington  Close, 
Ledbury  Road,  London  W11.  Tel: 
Park  3137-8. 


FASHION  JEWELLERY 
Jodez  (Manchester)  Ltd 

34  Shudehill,  Manchester  M4  1EY 

Tel:  061-832  6564 

Largest  and  most  exclusive 
range  of  direct  and  imported 
Continental  Jewellery,  Necklets, 
Pendants,  Dress  Rings,  Ear 
rings,  Brooches,  Bracelets,  Hair 
Ornaments. 

Suppliers  to   Chemists  over  20 

years. 

Sample  parcels  available. 


A.&H.  OTTER  LTD. 

(established  1920) 

Largest  cash  stock  buyers  in  the 
trade  for  manufacturers'  clearing 
lines,  and  retailers'  stocks. 

8     Northburgh     Street,  London 

EC1V   0BA.   Tel:   01-253  1184/5. 

Telegrams:  "SalvaM",  London, 
E.C.I. 


Trademarks 


TRADE  MARK  FOR  SALE.  We  wish 
to  sell  the  trade  mark  of  a  cosmetic 
product  falling  outside  our  main 
range.  The  product  has  national  dis- 
tribution with  sales  of  approximately 
£30,000  p. a.  and  is  capable  of  con- 
siderable expansion.  Box  No:  2447. 


TURN  THAT  SURPLUS  stock  into 
cash.  We  buy  stock  of  all  descrip- 
tion, if  in  good  condition.  Ring 
Chemisale.  Blackburn  663532. 

Pharmaceutical  Antiques,  urgently  re- 
quired all  items  connected  with  old- 
fashioned  Pharmacies  —  runs  of 
drawers,  shop  fittings,  bottles,  jars, 
pill  machines  etc.  Telephone  Ashtead 
(Surrey  72319/76626,  24  hour  answer- 
ing service,  Robin  Wheeler  Antiques 
"Parklands",  Park  Road,  Ashtead, 
Surrey. 


Pharmaceuticals 

available  for  prompt  delivery 
ex  UK/Hamburg  warehouse 
Sodium  Salicylate  BP.68 
Sodium  Sulphacetamide 
BP.68 

Sulphanilamide  BP.73 
Phenolphthaleine  BP.73 
Acetyl  Salicylic  Acid 
USP.19 

Antibiotics  Digoxin, 
Digitoxin,  Ergometrinc, 
Ergotamine 
Formulated  Medicines 

ARCODE  LTD. 

Plantation  House 
Mincing  Lane 
LONDON  EC3 

Telephone:  01-623  7074 
Telex:  883476 


DENTYRBLEACH 

the  perfect  denture  cleanser 
available  from: 

ELMBRIDGE  PHARMACEUTICALS 
89  Clarence  Street 
Kingston-on-Thames,  Surrey 
Tel:  01-546  9888 


Blank  Cassettes 
AGFA  *  AMPEX  *  AUDIO 
BASF  ★  EMI  ★  FUJI  ★  HCL 
MAXELL  *  MEMOREX 
PHILIPS  ★  SCOTCH 
SONY  *  TDK 

WHAT  you  need 
WHEN  you  need  it 
From  ONE  wholesaler! 
Write  or  'phone  (or  price  list: 
EPS,  75  HOLLOWAY  ROAD, 
LONDON  N7  8JZ 
(01-607  6059/3755) 


No. 


Please  address  Box 

replies  to:  Box  No  

Chemist  &  Druggist 
25  New  Street  Square 
London  EC4A  3JA 


Please  mention 
C  &  D  when  replying 
to  advertisements 


Shopfitting 


CHROMIUM,  CRYSTAL  DISPLAY 
COUNTERS,  ISLAND  DISPLAY  UNITS, 
SHOWCASES,  WINDOW  FITTINGS, 
COMPLETE      SHELVING  SYSTEMS 

with  or  without  canopy  lighting. 
Prompt  delivery  direct  from  the 
makers.  See  our  showroom  or  invite 
us  to  call  without  obligation  for  in- 
stant quote.  THIRSK  SHOPFITTINGS, 
741-743  Garratt  Lane,  London  SW17 
0DP.  Tel:  01-946  2291   (4  lines). 
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REGD. 


THE  BRAND  LEADER 

STERILE  PACKS 
CONFORMING  TO 
THE  SPECIFICATION 
OF  THE  N.H.S. 
DRUG  TARIFF 


IVD 


Vernon  -  Car  us  Limited 

PEN  WORTH  AM  MILLS  •  PRESTON  ■  LANCS.     TEL.  44493/8 


OBTAINABLE    FROM    ALL   WHOLESALE  CHEMISTS 


Manufacturing  & 
Distributing  Services 


™«\WEAR 


An  exciting  new  range  of  professional 
clothing.  Leaflets  and  details  from: 

NICHOLSON'S 

(Overalls)  Limited 

Georges  Road,  Stockport, 
V.  Cheshire. 


CONTACT  LENS 
SOLUTIONS 

DISTRIBUTORS  OF  ALL 
CONTACT  LENS  SOLUTIONS, 
CASES  AND  ACCESSORIES 


Orders  welcomed  for  1-1,000 
bottles 

DENNIS  HILLYARD  CONTACT 
LENS  SUPPLIES, 

55  Barton  Road, 
Water  Eaton  Estate, 
Milton  Keynes,  Bucks. 

Tel:  Milton  Keynes  74537 


PLASTIC 
TABLET 
VIALS 

CRYSTAL  OR  AMBER 

Very  competitive  prices. 
Prompt  and  reliable  deliveries. 

Special  containers 
produced  to  order. 

Shorebreeze  Ltd, 
18,  Barton  Road, 
Water  Eaton  Industrial  Estate, 
Bletchley,  Milton  Keynes  MK2  3JJ. 

Telephone 

Miiton  Keynes  (0908)  76051/2. 


PLASTIC  PRODUCTS 

BABY  PANTS 
TODDLER  PANTS 
INCONTINENCE  PANTS 
MATTRESS  SHEETS 
COT  SHEETS 

etc.,  etc. 

HENLEYS 
OF  HORNSEY 
LTD. 

London  N8  0DL 

Tel:  01-889  3151/6 


Please  mention 
C  &  D  when  replying 
to  advertisements 


POLYTHENE 
BAGS 

Manufacturers  and 
Stockists 


POLYBAGS  LTD 

197  Ealing  Road 
Wembley 
Middlesex 

01-902  9571/3 


Tolley's 

Tax  Tables  1976/77 

Published  within  days  of  the 
chancellor's  budget  speech, 
these  detailed  tables  cover 
all  main  rates  of  income 
tax,  corporation  tax  and 
V.A.T.  and  include  a  sum- 
mary of  the  budget  pro- 
posals. 

Price  90p. 
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APOCAIRE 


Offers  Throughout  January 


NORMAL 

APOCAIRE 

PRODUCT 

SIZE 

R.S.P. 

R.S.P. 

*  ALBERTO  BALSAM 

CONDITIONER 

90cc 

45p 

29pt 

tPrice  Marked  Pack 

*  BABETTES 

DISPOSABLE  NAPPIES 

10 

— 

35p 

NAPPY  PANTS 
*  ELASTOPLAST 

— 

— 

44p 

DRESSING  STRIPS- 

3.8cm  x  1m  (4201) 

— 

33p 

25p 

WASHABLE 

6.3cm  x  1m  (7269) 

41p 

30p 

*  FARLEYS 

RUSKS 

Large 

28p 

221/2p 

*  GERBER  BABY  FOODS 

STRAINED 

41/40Z 

12p 

91/2p 

KLEENEX 

CHIEFS  FACIAL  TISSUES 

5p 

*  KOTEX 

63p 

NEW  FREEDOM  BRIEFS 

10 

NEW  FREEDOM  TOWELS 

10 

31  %p 

*  LIBRESSE 

SANITARY  TOWELS 

10 

33p 

251/2p 

*  PEARL  DROPS 

TOOTH  POLISH 

42g 

33p 

251/2p 

RECITAL 

89p 

HAIR  COLOURANT 

£1.10  p 

*  SOFT  &  GENTLE 

38p 

ANTI-PERSPI  RANT 

Standard 

60p 

*  ULTRABRITE 

16p 

TOOTHPASTE 

Standard 

21p 

(5p  Off  Flashpack) 

*  DR.  WHITES 

26p 

SANITARY  TOWELS  -  Size  1 

10 

SANGERS  'APOCAIRE'  PROMOTIONS 

EXCLUSIVE  OFFERS  EVERY  MONTH  FOR  THE 

BE  COMPETITIVE  AND  DISPLAY  FOR  PROFIT 

*Some  other  varieties  and  sizes  of  these  products  are  available  at  Apocaire  Prices. 
Please  see  your  Apocaire  Detailer  for  full  information. 


